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THE MONSTERS. 


\ NEW ſpecies of barbarity has lately 
A. been practiſed in this metropolis, fo 
novel in the method, ſo unaccountable in 
the motive, and ſo ſhocking and repugnant 
to our feelings as men, that for a conſider- 
able time it has ſcarcely been believed by 
thoſe who have heard or read the different 
accounts concerning it. 13 55 
Some motive, ſome kind of cauſe may be 
aſſigned for almoſt every crime we have 
hitherto been acquainted with; but for this 
erime without à name, this novel, unaccount- 
| A2 | able, 


(4) 3 
able, unmanly ſpecies of barbarity, no mo- 
tive whatſoever, no gratification, no ſtimu- 
lating cauſe can poſſibly be traced, or even 

imagined, by the moſt fertile invention. 


For one man of equal bodily ſtrength to 


attack another, by ſurpriſe and unprepared, 
and with a dangerous weapon too, it would 


very juſtly be deemed a baſe and cowardly 
action. 


For a man of hier ſtrength to attack 


a weak and defenceleſs perſon of his own 
ſex, in the manner Juſt mentioned, would 
be conſidered as the very extreme of a cow- 
ardly diſpoſition, equally malicious and daſ- 
tardly. | 
W hat appellation, then, are we to apply 
to a being, a wreich, who makes it his buſi- 
neſs, and ſeems to enjoy a horrid pleaſure 


therein, to attack the moſt lovely, the moſt | 


beautiful part of the creation, women — un- 
protected and defenceleſs? His crime high- 
ly aggravated by the manner in which it is 
committed, by the moſt ſudden ſurpriſe, up- 
on Females, when unſuſpecting and off their 
guard, and with an unknown weapon of an 
uncommon ſharpneſ; $,that ſeems to have been 


prepared : 


EY. 
prepared for the inhuman purpoſe, certainly 
dangerous and formidable! a crime rendered 
ſtill more atrocious by the inſult that ge- 
nerally accompanies the outrage, and by 
the ſavage delight he enjoys in the terror, 
pain, and diſtreſs of the lovely victim! 


Such a being, ſuch a wretch, has been 
called the MONSTER, on account of the 
action being of a nature ſo horrible and mon- 


 ftrous. 
But for the CRIME itſelf, from which he 


has derived his appellation, our laws, and 


2 even our language, to their credit be it 

Id ſpoken, hitherto want a name. 

yo | 

{- That ſuch a perſon really exiſts, we have 
taken great pains, and with ſufficient ſuc- 

ly 8 ceſs, to aſcertain, 

— And we lament bis abi likewiſe 

wo to declare, that the perpetrator of this un- 

US natural miſchief does not ſtand /ing/y, nor 

al is he without aſſociated guilt, 

h- In our inveſtigations, and the authentic 

_ communications that have been made to 

4 us, the deſcriptions vary in every ſhade, 

E | 3 from 

an | | | 
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from dark to fair, and from the talleſt to 
a diminutive ſtature. 
We lament, therefore, with extreme con- 
cern, that we are vnder the neceſſity of 


obſerving, that there is, beyond all doubt, 


a number of theſe unnatural ruftans ; and that 
thoſe who look for an end to the miſchief, 
by a ſingle conviction, loſe ſight of the © Ori- 
Final object of their purſuit. 

That rewards will anſwer, in this 1 in- 
ſtance, the purpoſe for which they are 
offered, there likewiſe is certainly the r- 
eſt reaſon to doubt. 


The lobelliiicn of the Monſter has gene- 


rally been adopted in the narrations of this 


unprecedented buſineſs, nat becauſe it was 
conceived that there wgs but one, for 1t. 18 


evident there are ſeveral of theſe horrid 
wretches, but merely to point out the ame 


object to the vigilance of the ſpirited, hene- 
volent, and active part of the community, 
with whom truth and ſenfibility are mash 
more eſtimable than /cepticiſm and richcule. 

However, the levity with which theſe 


barbarous tranſactions have been regarded, 


and 


n 988 a 
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and openly treated, by à certain deſcription 
of perſons, whilſt it evinces their an/enfibulity, 
gives an idea of ſuſpicion againſt them, nei- 
ther to the credit of their humanity nor their 
gallantry. 

It having been the faſhion for ſome time 
to treat theſe moſt extraordinary narrations 
with ridicule, has been not a little inſtru- 
mental in ſhedding the blood which has 
been ſpilt, and exciting thoſe outrages in a 
gang of unnatural wretches, whoſe abomi- 
nable enormities call aloud for their exter- 
mination. 


For the information and fatisfation of 
the public, in this moſt extraordinary bu- 
ſineſs, we have, with great pains and aſſi- 


duity, collected and inveſtigated the prin- 


cipal and authentic tranſactions, and have 
herein ſtated them with truth, candour, 
and fidelity. 

The ſeveral relations and different ſtate- 
ments are from the beſt authority, and 


moſt genuine, original, and pure ſources of 
information, 


And the progreſs of this moſt unac- 
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countable ſpecies of cruelty, with the ſteps 
that led to its being made public, are gra- 
dually traced, and fairly laid down, or 
marked out, as they occurred. 

And as a deſcription of the perſon af 
each of the fair victims of this novel ſpe- 2 
cies of barbarity muſt be intereſting and | 
acceptable upon ſuch an occaſion, a flight 7 
ſketch of that likewiſe, juſt an outline or 
ſlight delineation of each lady, ſhall be laid 
| beers our readers, 
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HE firſt of theſe cw ROY 
that has come to the knowledge of 
the public, was upon Mrs. Sub, lady of Dr. 
Smyth, of Stephen- ſtreet, Rathbone Place. 
This lady is of the middle ſize, or per- 
haps a very little under, young and hand- 
ſome, with dark eyes, auburn hair, bloom- 
ing colour, good teeth, and a remarkably 
agreeable, mild, and expreſſive countenance. 
Her dreſs was then a ſilver muſlin gown, 
pea-green ſatin petticoat, pale-blue hat, and 
blue ſaſh, &c. 
Early on a Sunday evening, a few days 
after the middle of May 1788, on or about 
the eighteenth, as Mrs, Smyth was return- 
ing to the houſe of an acquaintance in 
Johnſon's Court, Fleet-ſtreet, a man came 
up to her, oppolite to Fleet-market, walked 
by her ſide, and made uſe of the moſt ſhock- 
ing and indecent language; to which ſhe 


made no anſwer, but endeayoured to avoid 
him. 


When 


67) 

When ſhe came to the court, ſhe was 
afraid to go up it, as the man continued to 
| keep cloſe to her; and ſhe went paſt it, 
tHinking to get clear of * by RR 
back ſuddenly. 

She went ſome diſtance 'Y the colltt, 
towards Temple-bar, then turning back, 
and obſerving four perſons going up John- 
ſon's Court, ſhe followed cloſe after them ; 
but ſhe found that the man had alſo turned 
back, and accompanied her. 

In the court, ſhe defired him * to go about 
his buſineſs, and not to follow her ;* and 
the houſe ſhe was going to being the firſt 
in the court, ſhe knocked hard at the door: 
but the man alſo ſtood upon the ſteps by 
her fide, or rather before her, uſing the 
ſame indecent language as he had done 
all along ; and, juſt before the door was 
opened, ſtruck her a violent blow, juſt 
under her left breaſt, which he imme- 
diately repeated, with great force, on 
her left hip, or upper part of the thigh ; 
then waited, with perfect compoſure, 
looking at her, until the door was 
opened. 


The 


„ . 
The firſt blow on her breaſt deprived her 
of breath and the power of ſpeech, ſo that 
ſhe could not call out for affiſtance : and 
the four perſons, that ſhe followed into 
the court, going. on, were out of fight al- 
moſt immediately, owing to a bend in the 

entrance of the court. 

A child having come to the door, who 
was unable to aſſiſt her, the man ſtill re- 
mained, a few ſteps from the lady, looking 
at her, until the miſtreſs of the houſe 
came, who helped her in, and, not having : 
any ſuſpicion of what had happened, im- 
mediately ſhut the door. 

Mrs. Smyth was unable to ſpeak for ſome 
time after ſhe was brought into the houſe, 
and did not know that ſhe was wounded un- 
til the effuſion of blood diſcovered it. 
Some Turlington's balſam, ſent for from 

Mr. , a very reſpectable inhabitant 
of the court, was immediately applied to 
the wound, and the bleeding was thereby 
ſtopped. 

She was ſtabbed bya ſharp inſtrument, like 
a lancet or the blade of a pen-knife, which 
had penetrated, through a great number of 


foldings 


RB. 
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foldings of her clothes, &c. into the upper 
part of her thigh. And there were alſo 
evident marks of the point of a ſharp in- 
ſtrument on the whalebone of her ſtays, 


under her breaſt, where he ſtruck her the | 


the firſt blow. | 

In conſequence of. the wound, beviſe, 
and terror, ſhe had ſeveral long and moſt 
dangerous illnefles, ſucceeding each other, 


for many months; her life being deſpaired 


of no leſs than ſeven different times. 

It was fo light that ſhe could ſee his face 
perfectly, both at the door, and along Fleet- 
ſtreet; and ſhe always declared ſhe could 
know him again for years, and that ſhe 
could alſo remember his voice. 


She deſcribed him as a thin man, rather 


below the middle fize, pale, narrow Jace very 
remarkable, as well as his voice, in which 
there appeared to be a tremulous eagerneſs ; 
a very ugly leg and foot, light dreſs, cocked 
hat flapped on one fide and vulgar looking, 
without a flick, or any thing in his hands. 
This kind of cruelty was then ſo un- 
common and unaccountable (as he made 
no attempt to rob her), that ſhe was ad- 
viſed 


D 
. 


— 
e 


— as 1 K , 
q os 1 1 4 8 REDS —; . bay Deere War a, 4 e © W 2 * 5 + R Ive, 4 
"Foes 5 g %%E ( d T oe rd I N eee 2 
x GED 3 22385 8 £4 r PTT... ER LS we ES, 2b EE LEN . ae 879 ed EO 5 LS as "7 "SS N 
Ie + tA. C hd, 2 JJ / A CE To RD 2 . 
5 r I 8 8 2 8 r £ As 2 35 * * <p RN Ls n 6-3 d 77 
Yee WES [72 3 2 ͤĩ ẽ o (( plch 2 2 n ads * E 447 a ee IR 
ODOR i ETA 3 Tk 8 6 r n e 1 I. 
R 4 ny "SA : N Goa its 5 n $ * 2 r 
"Is 8 2 3 W 22 8 wt hae oF *, "P r N . * 
% 8 — £ Eb KA. _ TT OO Is: MW IC, Sri Ack” 7 E's 
bY 7 f 


* 
8 


3 


viſed by her friends not to take any public 
meaſures in regard to it, unleſs ſhe heard 
of ſimilar attempts made upon others. 


The next attack, that has been publicly 
heard of, which however was not generally 


known until this preſent year, was upon 
Mrs. Chippingdale, who lives at Lord Viſ- 
count Malden's, in St. James's Place, being 


Lady Malden's own woman, or lady's maid. 

Mrs. Chippingdale is a very good looking 
little woman, with black eyes, and an 
agreeable countenance, &c. She was then 
dreſſed in brown filk, &c. 


On a Sunday evening, towards the latter 
end of May 1788, after ten o'clock, as Mrs. 


Chippingdale was returning home, a man 
overtook her, and, after a little time, began 
to uſe very improper and indecent language 
to her, to which ſhe made no reply. 
When ſhe came into St. James's Place 


ſhe was very uneaſy, as there was no per- 


ſon paſſing, and the man continued to fol- 
low her, although ſhe then defired him to 

leave her, and to go about his buſineſs. 
Being much frightened, and apprehen- 
ſive of turning the ſolitary corner of St. 
4 James's 
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James's Place, oppoſite to Lord Spencer's, 
ſhe knocked at a door, the third or fourth 
from the corner, thinking to get quit of 
the man by that means. 


But as ſoon as ſhe knocked at the door, 


the man ſaid ſomething very ſhocking to 
her, and ſtruck her violently upon her hip. 
She cried out to him, Good God! 


what have you done? you have certainly 


ſtabbed me; and was in great terror and pain. 


The man folded his arms acroſs his 


breaſt, and ſtood looking at her with much 


compoſure. 
The family being gone out of town, and 


only a ſervant left in the houſe, he had 


chained the door, which he opened a little, 
but did not undo the chain. 


Mrs. Chippingdale then entreated him 


to take her into the houſe to prevent her 
being murdered: but the ſervant, not 

knowing who it was, and intent only upon 
the preſervation of his maſter's houſe, ſhut 


the door again. 
During this time the man made off; 


and then Mrs. Chippingdale went home to 


Lord Malden' . 


Some 
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Some of his lordſhip's ſervants imme- 
diately went out after the fellow, who was 
not to be found; but they traced the 
blood to the door where ſhe was wounded. 

Mrs. Chippingdale was obliged to fend 
for a ſurgeon to {top the effuſion of blood 
and dreſs the wound; and was alſo ill for 
ſome time. | 

As the man had made no attempt to rob 
her, the ſame reaſons that prevented Mrs. 
Smyth from taking ſome public ſteps on 
the occaſion, alſo operated in the ſame 
manner on Mrs. Chippingdale. 

The lateneſs of the night, and the dark- 
neſs, prevented Mrs. Chippingdale from 
being able to diſtinguiſh this man's features, 
ſo as to be abſolutely certain of knowing 
him again ;—hut to her he appeared to be 


about the middle fize, ſeemed pale, rather 
thin, &c. „ . 


A very extraordinary attack was alſo 
made, about this time, upon a young 
woman named Suſan —, ſervant to 
Mrs, Colings, glazier, in Jermyn-ſtreet. 


v 
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. Suſan was a very young girl, but luſty, 
ſtout, freſh- coloured, and appeared as if 
ſhe had juſt come out of the country: 
And was then/dreſled in white. 

On a Sunday evening ſhe went out 
upon ſome occaſion, with the conſent of 
her miſtreſs, without a hat or cloak, and 
in Picadilly a man came up to her, and | 
uſed very improper language to her, on 
which the deſired him to go away, for ſhe * 
wanted to have nothing to ſay to him, and 
thought he was gone, as ſhe did not ſee 

him: but turning a corner, oppoſite to 
l | Lord Melbourne's, in Piccadilly, the ſame 1 
| man ſeized faſt hold of her, and held her F 
Wil | 3 by main ſtrength, until he bruiſed and hurt 
4 her exceſſively, and treated her with very 
=_— ſcandalous indecency. _ 
iy She ſcreamed out three times as loud as 
I}! {ſhe could, but no one came to her aſ- 
=_— fiſtance, 5 
ö : When ſhe came'home ſhe was hurt and 
2 38 bruiſed in a moſt ſhocking manner. 4 
1 She deſcribes this man as an officer, tall 
| | and ftout, and is certain that he was in his 
un: form. | 
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The next Aer has bans mentioned, in 


X the fame year, was a very unjuſtifiable and 


unhandſome inſult upon Mrs. Franklin, 
lady of Andrew Franklin, Eſq. 

Not having ſeen her, we can only ſtate, 
from report, that Mrs. Franklin is an agree- 
able, handſome, and amiable young lady, 
mild in her diſpoſition, and very genteel in 
her perſon. 

Mrs. Franklin, in the ſummer of 1788, 
as well as ſeveral times ſince, was moſt 
groſsly inſulted by a perſon who exactly 
anſwers the deſcription of one of theſe 
wretches that wounded ſeveral ladies, 

He followed her, and made uſe of the 
molt inſulting and indecent language, but 
did not cut 'or wound her, perhaps for 
want of a proper opportunity, 


In the year 1789, ſeveral ladies were at- 
tacked and wounded ; the firſt of whom 
was Mrs. Sarah Gedfrey, of Charlotte- 
ſtreet, Portland Place. 
Fe B Mrs, 
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Mrs. Godfrey is a handſome woman, 
middle ſized, blue eyes, fair complexion, 
good teeth, &c. and is a genteel figure. 
She was then drefled | in white, &c. 


In the month of May, 1789, as Mrs. 
Godfrey was walking from Bond- ſtreet to 
Leiceſter - ſquare, between eight and nine 
o'clock in the evening, a man joined her, 
or .came up to her, in Piccadilly, and, 
without ſpeaking to her, ſometimes went 
before her, ſometimes behind her, and 
| ſometimes by her fide ; this he continued 
to do for a conſiderable diſtance, which 
ſurpriſed her not a little, as ſhe had no re- 
collection whatfoever of him, and ſhe was 
confident he knew nothing of her. 


When ſhe came to her upholſterer's i in 
Leiceſter-ſquare, as ſhe went into the door 


he ſpoke to her ſomething very * 
and 1 improper. 


When ſhe came out of the ſhop, to re- 
turn home, the fame man overtook her at 
the top of Leiceſter-ſtreet ; he did not ſpeak. 
to her then, but perſiſted in following, 
going before, and accompanying her, until 

Ho ſhe 


. 


| ſhe arrived near her own houſe.—He was 
then a little before her. 

Being fearful of him, ſhe alen to 
her door, and, juſt as ſhe had ſtepped 
on the firſt ſtep, he advanced rapidly to- 
wards her, and inſtantaneouſly ſtabbed her 
in the upper part of the thigh, through 
all her cloaths, with a dagger, or ſome 
very ſharp inſtrument, which he had in 
his hand, . 

He then walked away very deliberately, 
and with much compoſure, as if . 
at all had happened. 

The lady fell, and fainted in the ſtreet, 
having loſt a great quantity of blood: and, 
before ſhe was recovered to her ſenſes, the 


man was gone. 


Mrs. Godfrey deſcribes the man who 
wounded her as a perſon of middle fize, of 
the appearance of a gentleman, of a ſallow 
complexion, in Black cloaths, his hair well 
dreſſed, with a cocked hat, and of the age 
of thirty or thereabouts. 


The next, in 1 705 was a Miſs Wheeler, 
of Bennet-ſtreet, St. James's, ſiſter to Mrs. 
'B 2 Frantlin, 
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Franklin, the lady who had been moſt f 


grolsly inſulted in the year 1788. 


Miſs Kitty Wheeler is a fine, lively, ſpi- 


rited, beautiful young lady. . 


On the night after the Spaniſh ambaſ- | 


ſador's gala, Miſs Wheeler was at Ranelagh 
with her father, who having left her in 


order to get their carriage to go home, a 
man came up to her in the room, and | 


made uſe of the moſt groſs and indecent 
language directly to her. 

She was extremely frightened, jumped 
up, and called for protection to ſeveral 
perſons near her, when the fellow made 
off, and ſhe ſaw no more of him that even- 


ing: but on the Sunday following, as ſhe 
was walking in the Park with her ſiſter, 
ſhe ſaw the ſame man following her, and X 
was much alarmed; however, as ſhe ex- . 


pected to meet her father, ſhe walked on. 


Mr. Wheeler ſoon after coming up to | 


them, ſhe pointed out the man to him, and | 1 


mentioned that it was the ſame who had | 


inſulted her at Ranelagh. 


Mr. Wheeler adviſed his daughters to 


walk on before, and he would keep in ö 


| ſight, | 
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ſight, to protect them, if the man ſhould 
ſpeak to them, or offer any infolence. * 
The ſame man followed them to Bennet- 


| » ſtreet, and then came up to them, and 


again ſpoke to them, and made uſe of very 
improper and indecent language, when 
their father laid hold on him; but a great 
crowd collecting, and Miſs Wheeler, ap- 
prehenſive that her father might be ill- 


treated, perſuaded him to let the man go. 


She afterwards ſaw the ſame fellow paſs 
the windows of her father's houſe, and 
then likewiſe he made uſe of impertinent 
expreſſions to her and her ſiſters. | 

But this lady was not wounded, _ 

Miſs Wheeler deſcribes this man as about 
five feet ſix or ſeven inches high, of a dark 
complexion, long noſe and face, his features 
not irregular, hair inclined to curl, and of 
a form and make rather ſlender and thin. 


Within a few weeks after this period of 
time, a young woman, whoſe name we have 
not been able to procure, but whoſe ſtation. 
in life was that of a ſervant, and her perſon 
genteel, handſome, and ell dreſſed, was ac- 
coſted *by a man, who inſiſted to ſee her 
| B 3 home, 
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home, which ſhe could not prevent by any 
means in her power. 

He accompanied her to her door, made 
uſe of very indecent language to her, and 
after ſhe had knocked at the door of the 
houſe where ſhe lived, in New Boſwell- 
court, the man ſtabbed her in her hip, or 
the upper part of her thigh. 

She fainted, and the man went away. 

The poor girl was ill for ſome time after- 
wards: and deſcribes the man that wounded 
her, as dreſſed in black, middle ſize, &c. 


The next attack was upon Miſs Forfeer, 
in September 1789. 

Miſs Forfter is a handſome, elegant young 
lady, rather tall, black eyes, good ſkin, &c, 
and is ſenſible and intelligent. 

As Miſs Forſter was returning from the 
Hay-market theatre, after the play was 
over, in September 1789, a man accoſted 
her within a few doors of the houſe; he 
deſired permiſſion to call a coach, which 
ſhe declined; he then offered to ſee her 
ſafe home, this ſhe alto declined; but he 
perſiſted in following and accompanying 
her, and made ſeveral attempts to com- 

| mence 
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mence a converſation, but ſhe remained 
ſilent. 

Continuing to follow her, ſhe became 
diſtruſtful of his intentions, and conceived 
a diſhke to his looks. 

She ſtopped ſuddenly, and heſitated for 
{ome time, whether ſhe would not call 
for aſſiſtance and prote&ion from two 
labouring men who then happened to be 
near. However ſhe determined to walk 
home, without creating any alarm. 


During this interval, the man looked 
her full in the face, in a manner that left 


Her no doubt as to his perſon ; for ſhe had 


ſeen him often at the theatres and other 
public places. 

She then went on, and again he followed 
her, until he uttered very indecent, ſcan- 
dalous language, ſuch as ſhocked and 
amazed her; and, after a horrid oath, he 
ſtruck her upon the hip. 

This happened when ſhe had reached 
Dean-Rreet, or Macclesfield-ſtreet, near St. 


Ann's church, Soho. 


Her aſtoniſhment was ſo great, that ſhe 
could not call for aſſiſtance, until he had 
e gone 
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gone ſeveral yards diſtance from her; and 
ſhe did not even know that ſhe was 
wounded. 

At laſt, having recovered ſtrength 40 
to cry out for help, the two perſons whom 
ſhe had ſeen before came up; ſhe pointed 
out the man to them, who at that time 
was running down King-ſtreet; but they 
could not overtake him, og" they 
purſued him. 

Miſs Forſter being unable to proceed, two 


gentlemen fortunately came up, and aſſiſted 


in conducting her home, where ſhe imme- 


diately fell into fits. 
She was found to be deſperately wound- 
ed, through all her cloaths, which were 


covered with blood ; and the effuſion of 


blood was not uch leſs than a quart. 

Some time after this, being in company 
with another lady in the front boxes of 
Covent-garden theatre, the ſame perſon 
came in, and they both knew him imme: 
diately. 

The ladies obſerved this to each IDS 
which, being perceived by him, he went out 
with an enraged look at her (Miſs Forſter) 


and 
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and ſhut the door after him with great 
violence. ; 

Upon this ſeveral gentlemen being made 
acquainted with theſe circumſtances, fel- 
lowed him into the lobby, and inſiſted 
upon ſecuring him, which produces ſome 
diſturbance. 

Upon giving his addreſs, MAE] he 


was then permitted to retire, as the box- 


keepers refuſed to detain him without a 
warrant, 

She afterwards met him in Fleet-ſtreet, 
when he ſtared her full in the face, grin- 
ned moſt horribly at her, and then made off. 

Miſs Forſter deſcribes this man as of a 
ſlender and thin make, about five feet ſix 
or ſeven inches high, features regular, long 
noſe and face, of a dark complexion, with 
ſomething of an eagerneſs of countenance, 
ſeemingly ſomewhat agitated, &c. 

The next attack was upon Miſs Ann 
Froſt, of Jermyn-ftreet. 

Miſs Froft is a tall genteel girl, with a 
pair of fine black eyes, an elegant perſon, 
briſk, wel. and agreeable. 

4 ES. 
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On the ninth of November, 1 789 (Lord 
Mayor's day), as ſhe was returning from 
the city, about eleven o'clock at night, a 
man followed her, ſpoke to her, and ut- 
tered very ſhocking and indecent lan- 
guage. | 

She made uſe of every method in her 
power to get clear of him ; but he conti- 
nued to accompany her until ſhe came 
home to Jermyn-ſtreet ; and, as ſoon as 
ſhe knocked at the door, he ſtruck her, 
and then, upon the door being ** 
made off. 

When ſhe went in, ſhe found her cloaths 
cut, but ſhe was not wounded, 

She deſcribes him very nearly in the 
ſame manner as the deſcription given by 
Miſs Forſter and Miſs Wheeler, as a mid- 
dle-ſized thin perſon, long noſe and face, 


and a dark complexion, &c. and farther 


declares that ſhe would know his voice. 


About the latter 0 of October, 1789, 
Miſs Am Morley, daughter of Mr. Morley, 
No. 23, Charles-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, was 


wounded 


MN 


Lo 2 


wounded in a manner even more extraor- 
dinary than any other hitherto mentioned. 
Miſs Ann Morley is about 20 years old, 
rather below the middle ſize, dark, but 
very agreeable: ſhe was then dreſſed in a 
white muſlin gown, wy ſilk petticoat, 
green ſaſh, &c. 
On a Sunday evening, near about the 
laſt of October 1789, as Miſs Morley, and 
Miſs Anderſon who lives in the ſame 
houſe, were returning home about ſeven 
o'clock, croſſing the broad part of White» 
hall into Parliament-ſtreet, they paſſed a 
tall man, ſtanding by or near a woman, 
He left the woman and followed them, 
He went firſt on one fide of them, and 
then on the other, ſeeming to obſerve 
them with particular attention: then he 
preſſed between them, and ſtruck Miſs 
Morley on the fide or hip. She cried out, 
Good God! He ſtruck her again with 
great force, and then looked at her very 
compoledly. She then ſaid to Miſs An- 
derſon, * Good God ! that man has ſtruck 
me twice !* He then ſtruck her a third 
time near the ſame place, and went away. 
She was terrified exceedingly, and com- 


plained, 
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plained, all the way ſhe went home, of 
being much hurt. | | 
When ſhe came into the kbar: there 
| were no lefs than nine holes cut through 
her cloaths ; and ſhe had received three 
wounds in her back, near her loins. 
Both theſe ladies deſcribe this perſon as 
a tall man dreſſed in hack, at leaſt fix feet 
high, pale or rather allow, fand of a dark 
complexion, with a vicious ill look, in hat If- 
boots : and of this being an exact deſcrip- 
tion of him they are clear and poſitive. 


Miſs Eleanor Dodſon, of Mount Row, 


Lambeth, beyond the © turnpike on the 


right hand, was wounded about the be- 
ginning of November 1789. 

Miſs Dodſon | is about eighteen, tall and 
elegant in her perſon, light hair, large 


blue eyes, fair complexion, a very fine 


figure ; extremely agreeable, diſcreet, and. 


remarkably ſenſible. 

Nearly about the firſt of November, 
1789, Miſs Dodſan having been at the 
play (along with a young lady from the 
country, to which ſhe was Juſt returning, 

and 


1 
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and wiſhed to ſee a play before ſhe went 
back), conceived there would be no dan- 
- ger, as they intended to return in a coach ; 
but when they came out of the houſe, 
they could not procure one immediately, 
and they reſolved to walk 1 until 
they could get one. 
A tall gentleman followed . from 
the theatre, and helped them acroſs 
James-ſtreet. Miſs Dodſon then thanked 
him, and wiſhed him a good night: 
but he continued to accompany them, 
and to force his converſation to Miſs 
- Dodſon. - 

He perſi ſted in walking along with 
them down St. Martin' 5 Lane, towards 
Charing-crols. | 

For ſome time, at firſt, there was no- 
thing impreper in his language and con- 
verſation, but at laſt it became very rude. 
- Miſs Dodſon repeatedly deſired him to 
leave them; and at laſt told him, that if he 
continued to inſult her, ſhe would charge 
the watch with him, and ſhe immediately 
called aloud for a coach. 

She then — he had let them, 


and 


* wo Y 


and was gone away, as ſhe did not ſee 


croſſing of the ſtreet, oppoſite Northumber- 
land Houſe, he came ſuddenly up to her, 


or hip. She inſtantly ſcreamed out, and 
the man went away. | 

No one came to "WM aſſiſtance, or Gated 
to notice her calling out for help; and it 
was then half an hour after eleven o'clock. 


this time had come up, and they thought 
they ſaw the man go into a long paſlage 
of a tavern or hotel next beyond the Rum- 
mer tavern, Charing-croſs. 

She felt herſelf in great pain, and com- 
plained much in the coach, thinking ſhe 


went home, ſhe found herſelf wounded, 
and bleeding very profuſelx. 
She was ſtabbed through all her cloaths 


him near them: but as ſhe ran over the 


and ſtruck her a violent blow on the ſide 


They went into the coach, which by 


. was: bruiſed with the blow; but when ſhe 


with ſome ſharp inſtrument like the blade 

of a penknife, or long lancet. 
The man did not moleſt the other lady. 
Theſe ladies deſcribe the man as fall, at 
leaſt fix feet high, pale or fallow, and of a 
dark 
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dark complexion j dreſſed in black, with 
remarkably long ruffles. His height can 
be better aſcertained, in this inſtance, as 
Miſs Dodſon herſelf is very tall, and could 
not be miſtaken, as he walked with her 
all the way from Covent-garden, along 
: King-ſtreet, New-ſtreet, and down St. 


Martin's Lane, to Charing-crols ; and this 
deſcription is confirnied by the other lady. 


The next attack was made on two fif- 
ters, Miſs Elizabeth Baughan, and Miſs 


Frances Baughan, of Henrietta-ſtreet, Co- 
vent-garden. 


The Miſs Baughans are two very agree 
able, genteel young ladies, blue eyes, fair 


complexion; one is of the middle ſize, the 


other ſmaller and very pretty, ſenſible, 
amiable, candid, and open: they both 
were dreſſed in light blue ſilk. dy © 

On the evening of the ſeventh of De- 
cember, 1789, about ſeven o'clock, Miſs 
Elizabeth Baughan, in company with her 
ſiſter, was paſſing along Bridge-ſtreet, 
Weſtminſter, when a man came up to 
them, and accoſted them! in very obſcene, 
infamous language. 


I They 
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They made no manner of anſwer, and 
es to avoid and get clear of 
him; but he continued to follow and ac- 
company them, until they came into Par- 
liament-ſtreet, when, for fear, they both 


| began to run as faſt as poſſible, and during b 


that time he ſtruck them both. 

They were terrified and aſtoniſhed Wel 
fear, which cauſed them to ſtop for ſome 
time, whilſt the man looked at them very 


compoſedly, and then walked delibe- 


rately away. 


To their great ſurpriſe they found their 


cloaths cut very much, and themſelves 
ſlightly wounded. 

The deſcription given of this man 1 
theſe two ladies agrees very nearly with 
that given by Miſs Froſt and Miſs Wheeler. 
They received each only one blow, by which 
their cloaths were cut in a manner almoſt 
beyond conception. 


But the enormities committed in the 
years 1788 and 1789, by theſe. detgſtable 
evreiches, theſe Monſters in human form, 
horrid and ſhocking as they were, have 
been exceeded by thoſe of this year, 1790. 


Thus 
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Thus audacity ſeems” to have increaſed 
with their cruelty, and their thirſt of blood 


to have become more keen, eager, and in- 


tenſe, from the increaſe of the quantity ſhed. 
Until this year theſe "Tuffians ſeemed to 
confine their attacks to ſuch unprotect- 
ed females as were poſſeſſed of beauty, 
or ſomething ſtrongly reſembling it, ac- 
companied with ſome degree of elegance. 


of perſon and dreſs. 


This year, however, they have known 
no bounds, The beautiful have not been 
their only victims, nor have age, deformi- 
ty, or even indigence, been a protection 
againſt their diabolical attacks. | 

Merely being a woman, alone, unpro- 
tected, and defenceleſs, has excited their 
infernal rage and thirſt for blood: for fe- 
males of all deſcriptions, have, this year, 


been ſacrificed to their ſavage vengeance. | 


The public offer of rewards, in large 
poſting-bills on every corner of the ſtreets, 
by ſome benevolent, humane, and active 
members of the community, for their diſ- 
cory: and apprehenſion of theſe ruffians, 


- ſeemed 
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ſeemed only to ſtimulate and increaſe the 
audacity and number of their ſanguine 
outrages. 


- 


Theſe wretches commenced their diabo- 
lical attacks on the lovely and defenceleſs 
ſex, this year, 1790, on the eighteenth of 
January, celebrated annually as the birth- 
day of the Queen: and among the firſt 
victims was Miſs Felton, at Mrs. Walpole's, 
in Dover-ſtreet. 

Miſs Felton is a very fine, tall, elegant 
Joung lady, rather pale, but beautiful and 
delicate. 

This lady was attacked in ſuch a man- 
ner, and was alſo terrified to ſuch a degree, 
as to prevent her being able to aſcertain or 
point out the perſon that committed the 
action. 

She did not Aiftin&tly hear what he ſaid 
to her; but ſuch was the ſharpneſs of the 
inſtrument wherewith ſhe was cut, that 
an apple in her pocket was divided, and a 
ſlight wound made in her thigh through 
it, and through all her clothes. 

We have to lament that the ruffian, 
who 


- ria 


-, 
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who made the brutal attack upon Miſs 
Felton, has never been deſcribed, 


On the ſame day, or rather evening, a 
deſperate attack was made upon Miſs Tou- 
ſant, of Sackville- ſtreet, from which it was 
truly fortunate that her life was actually 
preſerved. 

Miſs Touſant \ is young, aha or 6 
below the middle ſize, with dark hair, fine 
large black eyes, her face rather full and 
plump, a good agreeable countenance, live- 
ly, pleaſant, and very pretty. She was 


dreſſed in a kind of a dark coloume filk 


Jacket and coat, cc. 

She, along with her mother, FUL and 
two other ladies, had been 1n the gallery at 
St. James's, and were returning home, 
when a man came up to them, and began 
a converſation ſo improper as put them 
all to flight, as they wiſhed to get clear 
of the fellow. 8 
He however purſued them, came up 
with them more than once, and ſeemed to 
ſtrike at Miſs Teuſant in particular ſeveral 


times, 
& 2 When 


CC. # } 


When they reached their own houſe in 


Sackville-ſtreet, after they went 1n,. they 
were aſtoniſhed to find Miſs T ouſant 8 
clothes which ſhe had on all cut in pieces; 
and, upon examining her perſon and dreſs, 


ſeveral dreadful cuts were found in the 


back part of her ſtays, the whalebone of 
which alone prevented the inſtrument from 
wounding her in a very ſhocking manner. 

But neither Miſs Touſant, nor any of the 


other ladies along with her, were able o 


take ſuch particular notice of this man's 


perſon as to deſcribe him with ſufficient 
exactneſs to bring him to light, o or to o iden- 


tify him upon oath. 


All they could recollect, in their terror 


and confuſion, was, that 'he ſeemed to be 
of a middling ſtature, rather thin, | and had 
ſomething peculiar in his YoIce. . 


On that ſame * after the ball, the 
clothes of Mrs. Burney, lady of Capt. 


Burney, of Norton-ſtreet, Portland Road, 
were alſo cut. 


Mrs. 9 is young, fair, tall, elegant, 


and 


- 
and agreeable ; and that evening was 
drefled in white. 

She alſo had been in the gallery at St. 
James's; and returning home, after the 
ball was broke up, walking up St. James's 
Street, along with Capt. Burney her huſ- 
band, before they could get a coach ſhe 
perceived her clothes were cut acroſs her 
thigh. _ 

In conſidering for a cauſe or motive why 
this ſhould have been done, whether it 
might have been to cut her pocket, the 
lady obſerved, that if the intention of the 
perſon who cut her clothes were to cut off 
her pocket, it certainly was not only a new 
method, but, beſides, was not likely to an- 
{wer the purpoſe, as the pockets were not car- 
ried in that ſituation. 

This attack however was the more ſingu- 
lar, as Capt. Burney was along with his lady. 

She has no recollection whatever of the 
perſon who cut her clothes. 
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On the ſame eveping, two young ladies, 
of the name of Porter, of St. James's Street, 
"He 4 : were 


= 
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were attacked ; one of them indeed was 
wounded in a very deſperate manner. 

Miſs Sarah Porter is young, rather tall 

for the middle fize, dark hair and eyes, a 

good figure, mild, agreeable, genteel, and 

rather handſome. . | 

Miſs Anne Porter is alſo young, below 

the middle ſize, with fine black eyes, good 
ſkin, fine teeth, lively, ſenſible, delicate, 

and very pretty. She was dreſſed in crim- 

ſon ſilk, &c. 

Both theſe ladies, as well as their other 
two ſiſters, Miſs Martha and Miſs Rebecca, 
had, at ſeveral different times, particularly 
in Kenſington Gardens, in Pall-mall, and 
in St. James's Street, been groſsly inſulted 
| by-a man, who came up to them, and ad- 
dreſſed them in very improper, indecent, 
and obſcene language; this had cauſed 
them to recollect his perſon. 

Miſs Anne and Miſs Sarah Porter, with © 
another lady, having been in the gallery at 4 
the ball · room at St. James's Palace, on the 4 
birth night, the ball breaking up rather 
ſooner than common, their father, who 3 

was 
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was to come for them, had not arrived; 
and, as the diſtance to their houſe was ſo 
little, they concluded ro walk home, not 
ſuſpecting any danger. 

As they went along, Miſs Anne Porter 
obſerved her ſiſter change colour and appear 
much agitated, and preſently after ſaw a 
man following them, whom ſhe conceived 
to be the perſon that had ſo frequently in- 
ſulted them before in different places. 
This man had ſtruck Miſs Sarah Porter 
2 blow on the back part of her head, 
They both took notice of him, and made 
the beſt of their way home ; but the man 
followed them very cloſe, until they came 
to their door, when he ſtruck Miſs Anne 
Porter a violent blow on her hip. 

He then went on to the next houſe, and 
immediately returned, and waited cloſe be- 
hind them until the door was opened, 

When they came into the paſſage, the 
| man ſtill remained at the door looking at 
them, until their brother aſked them if 
that gentleman was along with them. 
Miſs Sarah anſwered, No; ſhut the door 
| © 4 againſt 


C 4 )» Z 
againſt the fellow, little ſuſpecting that 
the villain had wounded her ſiſter. 

They were both terrified extremely, but 
Miſs Anne Porter was unable to utter a 
word for a few minutes; yet had no idea 
that ſhe was wounded until the great effu- 
ſion of blood diſcovered it, by which the 
whole family were greatly alarmed. 

A ſurgeon, Mr. Tomkins, of Park Place, 
St. James's Street, ,was. immediately ſent 
for, who drefled the wound, which was 
upwards of fix inches long, and more than 
three inches deep. 

: Fortunately for Miſs Sarah Porter, the 
ſlows ſhe received upon her head was pre- 
vented from doing her much injury, by 
its oblique direction, and by the cuſhion 
the had o. 

But the wound her ſiſter received was 
extremely dangerous and alarming ; and 
muſt have been made with ſome inſtru- 
ment of uncommon ſharpneſs. 

The man might have been ſecured with 
the greateſt facility, had they been able to 
call for aſliſtance, or had the family ſuſpect- 
6.4 | % 3. ad 
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ed any thing of the horrid attack, for. ds 


remained looking at them aſe they were 
in the paſſage. 


Both ladies agree, that 1 it was the ſame 


man who had ſo often inſulted them be- 
fore, and whoſe perſon they had at thoſe 
times been able to take particular obſerva- 
tion of. | 
They deſcribe him as middle ſixed, rather 
flender and thin, a face ſharp, thin, and re- 
markable; pale countenance, and with 2 
tremulous agitated voice: they had ob- 
ſerved him in different dreſſes. | 


From theſe remarkable tranſactions of 
this memorable evening, viz. four different 
attacks on four different parties of ladies, 


in as many different ſtreets, at the ſame - 


period of time, we may conclude, to a cer- 
tainty of conviction, that there muſt be a 
GANG, or, at all events, there muſt cer- 
tainly be SEVERAL, of theſe horrid Monſters 
in the ſhape of men. 


In a very ſhort time after this, as a maid 
ſervant of Mrs. Gordon, a lady of fortune, 
was: ſtanding at her miſtreſs's door one 
evening, 


— * 


** 
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evening, a mo” coming paſt ſeized her 


by her arms behind, and ſeemed to kick 
her with his knee ſeveral times, damning 


her all the while. 

He then let her go, and walked deli- 
berately away. 

The young woman was terrified, and 
unable to call for aſſiſtance, or even to 
ſpeak for ſome time. 5 

When ſhe recovered from her ſurpriſe, 


ſhe found herſelf dreadfully wounded in 


ſeveral places in her thigh, by ſome inſtru- 


ment that muſt have been faſtened to the 


man's knee. 
As far as ſhe could recolle&, ſhe chicks 


the man was of a middling ſtature, &c. 


The next attack was upon Mrs. Allan, 
daughter-in-law of Mr. Alan, - plumber, 


next door to the Brown Bear, Piccadilly. 


Mrs. Allan is a married lady, about thirty- 
four years of age, rather ſmall, agreeable, 
and well looking: and was dreſſed in light 
blue filk, &c. 

About the latter end of laſt january. 
Mrs. Allan, with her mother and ſiſter, 
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were going from their own home, to ſee 
an acquaintance in Vine-ſtreet, on a Sunday 


evening, exactly at fix o'clock, - 
A man came up to them in Piccadilly, 


before they came to Air-ſtreet, with a ſmall 


parcel in his hand. He continued to-ac- 
company them, ſometimes a little behind, 
ſometimes before, and — by their 
fide. 

They went through the court leading 
from Piccadilly into Vine-ſtreet, when he 


puſhed hard againſt Mrs. Allan, which 


forced her againſt the railing, and almoſt 
threw her down; but he ſaid nothing to 


them, and they, ſuſpecting no harm, 


thought it had been done by accident. 
But, when they arrived at their friend's 
houſe in Vine-ſtreet, Mrs. Allan found that 


her gown and the reſt of her clothes were 


very much cut, even into threads, by ſome 
ſharp inſtrument. 

However, neither ſhe nor the a ladies 
can form any recollection of the man ſo as 
to be able to identify his perſon upon oath. 
Ay they had no ſuſpicion of him when they 

3 ſaw 


(4) 
faw him, they conſequently took no Parti- 
cular notice of him. 


Very nearly about the ſame time, viz. 
the laſt of January, or beginning of Febru- 
ary, 1790, an attack was made upon a lady 
even in the 3 during the wo” 
formance. 

This lady's name is Haag: : her 
houte is No. 9, Bolton Row, Picca- 
dilly. 

Mrs. Drummond is tall and genteel, about 
thirty, blue eyes, light hair, and fair com- 
plexion, &c. She was dreſſed in very rich 
ſatin, between a lead and a ſalmon colour, 
&c. 

This lady was in the pit at the theatre 
laſt winter, ſome time after the Queen's 
birth-night, nearly about the beginning of 
February; and while ſhe ſat there, attend- 
ing to the performance, a little man was 
very buſy about her. | 


She had no ſuſpicion that he was doing 


any injury to her; but he continued to be 


buſtling near her, in a manner rather dif- 


agreeable, 
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agrecable, and ſometimes preſſing againſt 
her ſhe thought unneceflarily. = 
After ſhe came out of the houſe ſhe was 
extremely ſurpriſed, as well as mortified, to 
find her clothesall cut through, and entirely 
ſpoiled and uſeleſs. EM 
Her gown and petticoat were all in 
ſhreds; her handkerchief, and even her 
hair, was cut and hacked in an unaccount- 
able manner: but ſhe was not wounded. 
She deſcribes the man as a thin perſon, 
rather below the middle ſize, narrow face, 
pale, and with rather a prominent noſe. 


She 1s certain that no one elſe did the 


action. 


About the middle of March, 1790, « or 3 | 
little after, a very extraordinary attack was 
made upon Mrs. Payne, at the Earl of 
Hove s, in Grafton - ſtreet, Berkeley - ſquare. 

Mrs. Payne is the Counteſs of Howe's 
woman, or lady's maid. 

She is not young, her perſon rather 
plain, and ſhe is a little woman: but ſhe is 
agreeable, 


0 4: ); 
agreeable, and her character unexception - 
able. . 12 

On a Sunday evening, after ten o'clock, 
in March laſt, a man came up to Mrs. 
Payne, in Brook-ſtreet, . Groſvenor-ſquare, 
and offered to ſee her home, She made 
him no anſwer, but he continued to walk 
with her along Bond-ſtreet, &c. until ſhe 
came to Grafton-ſtreet, making love to 
her all the way with rather uncommon 
energy. 5 

In Grafton-ſtreet ſhe began to be very 
uneaſy and fearful, as no people were. 
paſſing, and ſeveral times requeſted him to 
leave her ; but he continued to accompany 
her. | 
At Lord Howe's door ſhe begged him 
to go away, as ſhe was then at home. 

He made anſwer—*® that it was im- 
% poſſible, for that was an empty houſe ;” 
and, as ſhe was going up the ſteps, ſeized 
her by the ſhoulders, or upper part of her 
arms behind, and continued kicking her 
with his knee up the ſteps, until the door 
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was opetied, making uſe of the moſt "oe 
language and imprecations all the time. 
One of his expreflions was, D—n you, 


« you b—h, I would enjoy a particular 


«« pleaſure in murdering you, or in ſeeing 
« you murdered, and in . your 
© blood!” 
_ ſhe went into the houſe the fellow 1 


made off, and could not be found after- 
wards, although the other ſervauts went 


immediately in ſearch of him. 


After Mrs. Payne was in the houſe, ſhe 
found herſelf wounded in the upper part of 
her thigh, through all her clothes, which 
not only hurt, but ſurpriſed her extremely, 
as ſhe could not recolle& that the man 
touched her with his hands, or any other 
part, excepting his knee, to which ſome. 
ſharp inſtrument or weapon muſt have been 
faſtened that wounded her. 
Mrs. Payne was ill for ſome time, in 


5 conſequence of the wound and the fright ; 


and deſcribes the man that attacked her as 
rather above the middle ſize, in a cocked 
hat with a cockade, dark clathes, which ſhe 

| 4 conceived 
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' conceived to be blue, with white facing or 
edging, like ſome of the naval uniforms, 
and his perſon was well dreſſed, &c. 


The next attack was upon Mrs. Blaney, 
of Bury-ſtreet, St. James's, a married lady. 
Mrs. Blaney is young, a little above the 
middle fize, blue eyes, a lively, ſenſible, 
ſpirited, and agreeable woman, dreſſes well, 
and of a good appearance and figure: ſhe 
was that evening in a rich e tin 
dreſs, e. 
On Sunday evening, the 28th of M arch, 
1790, as Mrs. Blaney, with another lady of 
her acquaintance, was returning towards 
home, about eight o'clock, they were ac- 
coſted by a man in Bond-ſtreet, who made 
uie of very impertinent and indecent lan- 
guage to them, and alſo trod upon her heels, 
This man, it ſeems, varied his attempts 
to enter into converſation with Mrs. Blaney, 
having firſt accoſted her 1n the language of 
polite gallantry, and, when he found that 
ineffectual, proceeded to the moſt ſhock- 


ing obſceneneſs with equal ill ſucceſs, for 
Mrs. 


( 49 ) 
Mrs. Blaney either was ſilent or rejected all 
his offers: nor would ſhe permit him to 
hand her acroſs Piccadilly when he pro- 
poſed and urged it. 

Upon her knocking at her door in Bury- 
ſtreet, the man inſtantly ſtabbed her 
through all her clothes, and even through 
a number of foldings of a letter which hap- 
pened to be doubled in her pocket, into 
the upper part of her thigh, 

He then walked off with much com- 
poſure down Bury-ſtreet. 

The ladies were both ſo terrified and 
aſtoniſhed that they had not power to call 
out for help. And Mrs. Blaney had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of being ſtabbed or wounded, 
until the found the effuſion of blood after 
ſhe went into her houſe; as he ſeemed 
only to have ſtruck her with violence upon 
the hip, or upper part of the thigh. 

In this caſe a ſurgeon, Mr. Nailor of 
Jermyn-ſtreet, was alſo obliged to be ap- 
plied to; and although the wound was not 
found to be dangerous: yet it was conſider- 
able, 

- Mes. 


E 
Mrs. Blaney is a woman of becoming ſpirit 
and reſolution, ſenſible, intelligent, and 
clever. F 
She certainly had a better opportunity 
than common to take particular notice of 
the perſon of the man that wounded her, 
and her deſcription was zccordungly very 
particular, 
She ſays, that he was in 1 perſon above the 
middle ſize, being at leaſt five feet ten inches 
high, dark complexion, ſlout, full and well 
made, with every appearance of a gen- 
| tleman, well dreſſed, in a blue coat, with 
| buff waiſtcoat and breeches, a cocked hat 
| with a cockade, of the age of thirty-five ; 
and was capable of talking very hand- 
ſomely, as well as very infamouſly, 
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Another attack, much about this time, 
was made upon a maid ſervant in Hol- 
born. 1 ü 

It was in the evening, as ſhe was return- 
ing home from ſome place to which ſhe 
had been ſent, a man overtook her, and, 
after inſiſting to ſee her home, as ſoon as 


| | 2 8 | ' the 
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| the came to her door, ſwore terribly at her, 
and ſtruck her; then walked away. 

She was exceedingly: terrified, and; after 
ſhe went into the houſe, found that her 
clothes were cut through ; but ſhe was not 
wounded, 

The deſcription of the man wha ſtruck 
her correſponds with that given by Mrs. 
Blaney, being that of a tall, ſtout gentle- 
man-like perſon, of a dark complexion, 
with a cocked hat and cockade, &c. | 


The next attack was alſo made upon a 
ſervant girl who lived in Weſtminſter, 
Some time in April, 1790, as ſhe was 
going about her miſtreſs's buſineſs, four 
men overtook her in the Strand, in the 
evening about duſk, and one of them held 
'out a noſegay, and requeſted her to ſmell 
to it; this however the declined. 

He preſented it to her again, and began 
to be rather troubleſome; when ſhe, think- 
ing to get clear of them (for there were 
four men ip company), ſuffered him to hold 
the noſegay (which was an artificial one) 

1 to 
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to her face, and ſhe immediately felt her- 
ſelf wounded juſt under the eye, with a 
ſharp inſtrument concealed in, the noſe- 
gay. 

The men then went away and left her 
bleeding. 

Her wound was very bad; but as there 
were four men together, the cannot identify 
either of them, as they all ſet up a loud 
laugh, and immediately made off. 


The next was Suſamaß Thompſon, wife 
of Mr. Thompſon, in Long-acre. 

Mrs. Thompſon is a very good looking 
plain woman, with every proper appearance 
of a tradeſman's wife. 

It was ſome time in April Iaſt alſo that 
Mrs. Thompſon went to call upon an ac- 
quaintance, in the evening, when a fellow 
came up to her, very near the houſe ſhe 
was going to in Princeſs-ſtreet, and, after 
a few improper and impertinent expreſſions 
to her, as ſoon as ſhe knocked at the door, 
ſtruck ker violently on the hip, and went 
away. 


She 
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She found her clothes cut through, and 
herſelf flightly wounded ; but ſhe could not 
identify nor recollect the perſon of the 
man. 


The next attack was upon a young 
woman named Rebecca Lohr, ſervant to 
Mr. Millar, bookbinder, in St. Martin's 


Lane, next houſe below St. Martin's church. 


This girl is about twenty years of age, 
middle ſized, very plain, long noſe, thin 
face, and a pale complexion. 

On the nineteenth of April laſt, about 
ten minutes after eight o'clock in the 
morning, as ſhe was going for rolls, a man 
came up to her, and took hold of her hand, 
which ſhe ſnatched away. The man in- 
ſtantly ſtruck or clawed her with his other 
hand, with ſomething that ſeemed to be 
in it or faſtened to it, along her arm, 
from her elbow to her wriſt ; and, as ſoon 
as he had ſtruck or clawed that arm, he 
immediately cut and clawed the other arm 


in the ſame manner. 
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This was done oppoſite the oil-ſhop in 
the Strand, next toCharing-croſs. 

He then made off directly, and ſhe went 
on to the baker's, in Northumberland- 
ſtreet, at the corner of the paſſage leading 
to Craven- ſtreet, where the bled very 
much: and, after ſhe returned home, her 


arm continued to bleed conſiderably until 
near one o'clock. 


She was ſo terrified, that ſhe could not 
collect his perſon ſufficiently to deſcribe 
it, nor ſhould ſhe know him again. 

All that ſhe remembers i is, that he had | 
on blue and white ſtockings. 2 


The next attack was upon a young wo- 
man, named Fane Hurd, ſervant to Mrs. 
Fefferſon, No. 23, Edgeware-row, and lives 
now at the corner of South-ſtreet, and 
South Audley-ſtreet, with her ſiſter, who 
lodges there. 

Fane Hurd is a ſtout well-grown young 
woman, of about twenty-three or twenty 
four years of age, dark complexion, &c. 

| F: . | ; On 


* 
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On Monday, the 26th of April, 1790, 
half an hour after eight o'clock in the 
evening, Jane Hurd was ſent by her miſtreſs 
for ſome radiſhes; ſhe had ts a few doors 
to go. 
As ſhe returned, Juſt yl her miſtreſs's 


door a man met her, and aſked her if ſhe 


would have ſome gin; ſhe made no an- 
{wer : he repeated the ſame queſtion ; and 


ſhe deſired him to let her alone, and to go 
about his buſineſs. 

He then damned her, with hortidi; im- 
precations, and ſtruck her a violent blow 
on her breaſt, 

She ſcreamed out, oy the fellow ran 
away. 

Her 0 came to the Son; and 
brought the gul into the houſe ; when it 
was found that ſhe had received a ſevere 
cut acroſs the breaſt. ; 

The inſtrument cut through the ſtrong 
whalebone of her ſtays, through a large 


Iron wire alſo, and gave her a wound near . 
two inches long, which her miſtreſs with 


great care dreſſed and cured. 
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- This young woman deſcribes the fellow 
that wounded her to be middle fized, but 
fout, with a full face and large noſe ; with 
a great coat on: but could not remember his 

features ſo perfectly as to identify him upon 
oath, although ſhe ſaw him very * 


About this time, n a young wo- 
man, lately from the country, ſervant to 
% ſingle ladies, in Grevillediveet, Hol- 
born, was attacked. 

She had been ſent out, on ſome occaſion, 
between eight and nine o'clock in the 
evening; and when ſhe returned, a man 
came up to her, juſt by her miſtreſs's door, 
and, having ſaid ſomething to her which 
ſhe did not well underſtand, ſtruck her a 
blow on, or juſt above, the hip. 
When ſhe came into the houſe, ſhe 
found her gown, petticoats, and the lower 

part of her ſtays cut quite through the 

 whalebone ; but ſhe was not wounded. 
She ſaw the man perfectly well, and 
ſays that he was a very tall perſon, dreſſed 
in black, &c.; this ſhe is poſitive of. 
41 1 7 * About 
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About this time an accident, of ſo ſin- 
gular a nature, happened to a young wo- 
man named Green, ſervant to Col. Gotbert 


| dronfides, N 0. 54, St. James's Street, that 


if it is not exactly of the ſame deſcription 
with the others that have been related 
here, yet it is ſo extraordinary, as to be 
well entitled to particular attention, * 
Mrs, Green is from the country, and unac- 
quainted with the town ; about the middle 
ſize, dark hair and complexion ; intelligent 
and ſenſible, and about twenty or twenty- 
three years of age; remarkably well drefled 
for her ſituation in life. 
On the twenty-ſeventh day of April, 


* 1790, between twelve and one o'clock in 


the day, ſhe had been in the carriage with 


her miſtreſs, who ſet her down ſomewhere, 
as ſhe thinks, near Coventry- ſtreet, or. Sil- 
ver- ſtreet, ſhe is not certain which, in or- 
der to go to the Strand, to which place ſhe 
was ſent; but, not knowing the town, ſhe 
loſt her way, and, to avoid the dirt of a 


coach that was paſſing through a narrow 


part of the'ſtreet in which ſome rubbiſh 
was 


( 58 ) 


was laid, ſhe ſtood up cloſe to the door of a 


houſe, and immediately received ſo violent 
a blow on her face, directly acroſs het 
eyes, that ſhe was ſtunned, and almoſt 
ſenſeleſs. 

She was aſſiſted into a ſhop, and from 
thence conveyed, in a coach, home to St, 
James's Street. 

She was very ill, and was obliged to ap- 
ply for the aſſiſtance of a ſurgeon, Mr. 
Tombins, of Park Place; but ſhe cannot 
give the leaſt account of the perſon that 
ſtruck her, or by what means the received 
the blow. 3 L FP 7 
On Thurſday morning, the ſixth day of 
May laſt, at the early hour of eight o'clock, 
or a little after, a young woman, ſervant. 
to Mr. Vickery, perfumer in Cheapſide, 
was wounded by a villain, within two or 
three doors of her maſter's houſe. 

She was ſcratched, clawed, or cut, from 
her ſhoulder to her elbow, by ſome inſtru- 
ment that ſeemed to be faſtened ro the 
hand or fingers of the man that clawed 
her, 
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her, who ſpoke not a word; but as ſoon 
as he had dong it, went away immedi- 
ately: 


The poor young woman's arm bled very 
much. 


She deſcribes the man that wounded her 
as a very ſhort fellow, in a ſhabby dreſs, and 
ſays that the inſtrument appeared to have 

| five prongs or blades. 


Of this deſcription of the man's perſon 


che is clear and Poſitive, as ſhe took particu- 
lar notice of him. 


About the beginning of May, 1790, an 
attack was made upon a woman named 
Elixabeth Davis, of Clark's Court, Hol- 
born, wife of —— Davis, a labouring 
man, 

Elizabeth Dupe is about forty years old, 
ſhort, thick, and perfectly plain: her drefs 
too correſponded with her perſon and buſi- 
neſs, which is that of a waſher- woman 
(ſome degrees below a laundreſs), being a 
 thread-bare cloak, which had been red, 


and 


( 60 ) 
and the reſt of her clothing in the Lame 
ſtyle. 


on a Wedneſday, Mrs. Davis, return- 


ing home from work, at ten o'clock at 
night, a man accoſted her in Chancery- 
lane, and enquired of her where ſhe was 


going. 


times, ſhe at length replied, that ſhe was 
going home. 

He followed or accompanied her along 
Holborn, until ſhe came nearly oppoſite 
to the Bull and Gate Inn, when he re- 
queſted her to ſmell to a noſegay which 
he had in his hand, and ſhe thinks the 
noſegay was an artificial one. 

She refuſed to ſmell to it. He repeated 
his requeſt with urgency, and, upon her 
refuſal again, he gave her a violent blow 
acroſs the thigh, and immediately ſtruck 
her another blow acroſs the breaſt with all 
his force; and in the confuſion which this 


occaſioned he made off. Feb 
She 


On or about the 6fth day of May, 1790, 


She made him no anſwer: but, upon 
his repeating the ſame queſtion ſeveral 
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Sbe was alarmed and bai! very 


much, and fainted when ſhe got home. This 
called ſeveral perſons, about her to endea- 
= vour to recover her, who then perceived that 
FE her clothes were cut, and that ſhe was 
XZ wounded in the thigh. 


She ſaid that ſhe ſhould know him again 


ſo well as to be able to identify his perſon, 
*X which ſhe deſcribed, at that time, as tall, &c, 
with a great coat on, and a high cocked hat 

with a cockade, firiped waificoat, white flock- 
ings, bis hair frized at the ſides in a buſh, 


plaited behind and turned up, and with a 
noſegay in his hand, 


Among the laſt of the accounts of theſe 


2X moſt extraordinary and unaccountable at- 


tacks, the veracity of which may be de- 
pended upon, and none; elſe are inſerted 
here, is that made upon a young woman 


named Mary Carter, ſervant to Mr. Len- 


nard, No. 24, Conduit-ſtreet, one of the 
meſſengers of the Marquis of Salſbury, and 
now with her father at a turner” S, in Silver- | 
ſtreet, Golden-lane. 


Mary 


— 


( 62 ) 


Mary Carter is about nineteen years of 


age, middle ſized, plain in her perſon, with a 


pale and ſickly countenance ; a ſimple, art- 
leſs girl. 
On a Saturday night, this fiſt of May, 


1790, Mary Carter being ſent to the public 


houſe, at the corner of Conduit- ſtreet (juſt 
after the watch was ſet), in the evening, 


to order ſome beer, a man came up to her 


and inſiſted upon ſeeing her home. This 


ſhe declined, but he put her hand under 
his arm and held 1 it, whether ſhe would or | 
not. 


He then began to uſe very indecent 
language to the girl, and when ſhe came to 
the door of her maſter's houſe, he ſwore, 


damn'd, uſed horrid imprecations, and 
ſtruck her a violent blow on the fide, then * 


locked at her and went away. 


When the girl came in ſhe was extremely 
terrified, and her gowu was cut for above 
three or four inches on the fide of her 


breaſt, by a ſharp inſtrument, which was 
prevented. doing her farther wary by a 
very ſtrong pair of * 
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This was on a Saturday evening, and ſhe 
ſays the man was very all, being at leaſt, 


fix feet high, with his hat flapped over his 
face, &c. 


This poor 1 was 'peculidely W 
tunate, for, on the third of May, the Mon- 
day evening followin g the firſt attack, only 
one day, Sunday intervening, being ſent 


out for ſomething that was wanted in the 


houſe, before ſhe got to the corner of the 


ſtreet, the very ſame man that attacked 


her on the Saturday night, or a man very 
nearly reſembliug him, ſeized her faſt by 
the mouth with one of his hands, ſeeming 
to ſtick his nails into her lips to prevent 
her calling out, and with the other hand, 

on which ſome inſtrument appeared to be 
faſtened, began to cut or claw the fleſhy 
part of her arm, but ſpoke not a word to 


her. 


She, ſtruggling hard, got out of Wo 
hands, and ran home, whilſt the man went 
up Great George · ſtreet, towards Hanover- 
ſquare. 


on ” The 
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The young woman was exceedingly ter- 
rified, and fell into fits as ſoon as ſhe got 
into the houſe. 

Her arm alſo was cut in thirty or forty 
Places, and bled very conſiderably. 

This man ſhe likewiſe deſcribes. as very | 
zall, being fix feet or upwards in height, | 
with his hat flapped, &c. and this deſcrip- 
tron was corroborated by that of the walch- 
man, of whom the perſons ſent after him 
enquired when they purſued him into | 
Great George-ſtreet, as the wwatchmay ſaid, 
that he obſerved ſuch a man, remarkably 
tall, being at leaſt fix feet high, go very faſt 
by him up the ſtreet towards the {quare. 

This laft attack was attended with cir- 
cumſtances ſo extraordinary, that Lady 
Saliſbury ſent the young woman, and Mr. 
Lennard her maſter, to Mrs. Smyth (lady 
of Dr. Smyth, Rathbone-place), who had 
been firſt attacked, to take her advice 
how to proceed. And it appears that Mrs. 
Smyth adviſed them to give information 
beep to Mr. en. and at the Public 


Offic Cg 


7 
Ofice, Bow-ſtreet, which they immediately 
did. | 


An attack was made upon a young wo- 

man named Jane Hooper, ſervant to David 
Godfrey, Eq. off the Terrace, in the 
Adelphi. 

Jane Hooper is about thirty years a, 
middle ſized, blue eyes, fair complexion, 
and well looking: ſhe was dreſſed in falmon 
coloured Iriſh poplin. 

On a Sunday evening, in the gd 

of May laſt, between eight and nine 
o'clock, as ſhe was going along V 1go-lane, 
towards Bond-ſtreet, a man paſſing her 
ſtruck her with ſomething on the thigh, 
and inftantly went away. 

She was very much frightened, as it 
cut through all her clothes, quite er 
near two feet in length. 

When ſhe came to Mr. 7 ont b 
No. 22, in Bond- ſtreet, her agitation was 
fo great that ſhe fainted. 

But this young woman cannot give the 
leaſt deſcription of the man that cut her 
clothes. 


E The 
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The laſt alarming and dangerous attack 
we have heard of, was upon Mary Fiſher, 
who keeps a cook's ſhop in Pye-ſtreet, 
Weſtminſter, wife of —— Fither, one 
of the coal meters, at the Coal Meter's 
Office, at the bottom of Northumberland- 
ſtreet. 

Mrs. Fiſher is a very plain, poor, mid- 
dle-ſized, old woman, turned of forty, and 

was very meanly dreſſed. 

On a Saturday night, about the middle 
of May 1790, about eleven o'clock, on her 
return home, as ſhe was coming paſt Char- 
ing-croſs, with a baſket of eggs in one 
hand, and a piece of beef under the other 
arm, ſhe ſaw three men coming along, and 
ſhe ſtept aſide, to keep out of their way, 

for fear of her eggs being broke; but one 
of them ſtruck her in the face, without 
the leaſt provocation, or even ſaying a 
ſingle word, with ſomething he had in 
his hand, which knocked her down, and 
cut her face dreadfully in three or four 
places; and as ſoon as ſhe got up, another 
of the ſame men came back a few ſteps, 

| | truck 
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ſtruck her on the fide, and knocked her 
down a ſecond time; then they all three 
ſet up a loud laugh, and made off. 
She called out, and people came round 


her ; but the men were gone, and of their 


perſons ſhe has no recollection. 

She was very ſhockingly wounded and 
disfigured, and was attended by a Surgeon, 
Mr. Harris, whoſe reſidence is in New 


Palace-yard. 


We ſhall conclude this part, viz. the 


narrations of this very extraordinary buſi- 
neſs, with an account of another method 
of attack, certainly equally uncommon, 
but by no means of equal danger with 
thoſe already related. 

It was upon Mrs. Smyth, the very lady 
upon whom this novel ſpecies of barba- 


rity was firſt exerciſed. 


This lady's perſon and appearance have 


already been delineated. 


On Saturday afternoon, between ſeven 
and eight o'clock, on the fifteenth day of 
„„ | May 


May laſt, as. Mrs. Smyth, with her maid, 


was returning from Covent- garden mar- 
ket, three men, in the dreſs, but without 
any other qualification of gentlemen, met 
her in King-ſtreet, oppoſite the linen- 
draper's; and one of them, coming up to 
her, ſuddenly puſhed his thumb nail with 
great force into her upper lip, juſt under 
her noſe, | 

This it ſeems they were enabled to do, 
as ſhe was looking, a little on one fide, at 
the goods in the ſhop-window, without 
ſuſpecting any ill. 0 

They all immediately broke out into a 
loud horſe laugh, and walked away, 


They cut her lip, and hurt her con- 


fiderably, as the man's thumb nail was 
ſharp and long. | 
This muſt be conſidered the more re- 
markable and aggravating, as the ſame 
lady was the firſt wounded by one of 
the monſters, nearly loſt her life in conſe- 
quence, and, from ſome other circum- 
ſtances, was certainly known to the gang. 
Mrs. Swat deſcribes the man who 
3 
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performed this exploit, to be about forty 
years old, rather tall, ficut, and full faced, 
with fair hair well dreſſed, very full at 
the ſides, like a wig, a round hat, * 
brown clothes, &c. 

The other two men, his companions, 
appeared younger, and ſmaller; but the 
did not take particular notice of them. 


The reaſon that the perſons and the 
dreſſes of the ladies and other women at- 
tacked and wounded, have been ſo par- 
ticularly deſcribed, is, not to aſcertain any 
probable, nor even poſſible cauſe or motive 
for this cruel, ſtrange, and unprecedented 
| buſineſs (for, indeed, that is not to be ac- 
counted for); but it is to point out, and 
prove, to every conſiderate and thinking 
perſon, that theſe barbarities have no? pro- 
ceeded from any one of the cauſes or mo- 
tives that have ever as yet been aſſigned 
for them ; ſuch as, thieves, &c. attempt- 
ing to cut off ladies pockets ; filk weav- 

| E 3 ers 
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"7 
ers cutting muſlins, and muſlin weavers | 
cutting ſilks, and fattins, to promote 
their own manufacture, and in revenge to 
the wearers, &c. &c. For the motive is 
ſtill involved in myſtery, or muſt origi- 
nate in ſome ſhocking and unnatural de- 
pravity, to which certain degenerated 


wretches in the ſhape of men may poſſibly 
be addicted. 


Beyond all doubt there may have been 
ſeveral, perhaps many, more of the fair ſex, 
than thoſe that are mentioned herein, that 
have been attacked and wounded by theſe 
malevolent, ſanguinary monſters ; but they 
have not as yet come to our knowledge. 


Certainly, very ample and convincing 
proofs are here produced to aſcertain that 
ſuch actions have been committed, and 


that fuch wretches as theſe now denomi- 


nated monſters do actually exiſt, It is ſuffi- 
cient for us to declare, that all the in- 
ſtances herein related are ſtrictly true, 
without exaggeration or embelliſhment. 


HAVING 


AVING related, with candour and 
ſtri& veracity, the different outrages 
and enormities committed by theſe deteſt- 
able wretches, now known by the appel- 
lation of monſters, we thall next proceed to 
ſtate and mark out, in regular progreſſion, 
the various ſteps that have been taken in 
order to trace, diſcover, and apprehend the 
perpetrators of theſe uncommon acts of 
cruelty, and for the protection of that ſex, 
which it is the duty, and ought to be the 
pleaſure, and pride, of every man, to ſup- 
port and cheriſh, as well as to render hap- 
py and ſecure. 

The firſt ſtep that was taken, to prevent 
theſe horrid depredations on the female ſea, 
by endeavouring to diſcover and ſecure the 
perpetrators, was by an information, lodged 
at the Public Office of Police in Bow- 
ſtreet, by Mr, Porter, ſoon after his daugh- 
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ter was ad; which however proved 


fruitleſs, and produced only this effect: 
that ſeveral perſons who were ſuſpected 


came there upon the firſt requiſition, and 


were cleared by Miſs Porter as ſoon as ſhe 
ſaw them. 


All this however x was done Tahir bn 
privacy, and very few knew, or at that 
time had heard, any thing of this very ex- 


traordinary buſineſs, 


But in conſequence 8 the following 


Paragraph in the Morning Chronicle, of 


Saturday the thard day of . 1790, 
VIZ. 


Morning Chronicle, Avit 3, 1790. 


* ON Monday * evening, as a lady who 
keeps a houſe in Bury ſtreet was walk- 


ing with an acquaintance towards home, 
about eight o'clock, they were accoſted 
by a man who appeared to be an officer, 


* This was a miſtake ; for the circumſtance happened 
on Sunday evening, the 28th of March. 


* 


who 


180 

who made uſe of very impertinent and 
indecent language, and followed them 
home. On the lady's knocking at her 
door, the man drew a knife from his 
pocket, and thruſt it through her pet- 
ticoats, ſo far as to make an inciſion in 
her thigh. The ladies, terrified, ſuf- 
fered the man to walk off, which he 
did with much compoſure down Bury- 
ſtreet. The lady's wound is not dan- 
gerous. This is moſt probably the miſ- 
creant whom we have noticed more 
than once for ſimilar inſtances of bru- 


tality.“ 


An advertiſement appeared in the ſame 
paper, viz. the Morning Chronicle, on 
Wedneſday the ſeventh of the ſame month, 
as follows 5 5 | 


Morning Chronicle, April 7, 1790. 
«CA. CAR 


„THE lady who keeps a houſe in Bury- 
ſtreet, and was ſtabbed by a ruffian at her 
3 5 own 


N 


own door, on Monday * the 29th of 
March, as mentioned in the Morning 
Chronicle of Saturday laſt, is earneſtly re- 
queſted by a married lady of character, 
who was alſo ſtabbed by a man in the very 
ſame manner at her door, to favour her 
with her addreſs, which may be left at the 
office of this paper, where her addreſs 1s 
alſo depoſited, in order that they may aſ- 
certain whether both have been ſtabbed 
by the ſame perſon, and that fome method 
may be deviſed to bring him to proper 
puniſhment. The married lady, that he 
firſt ſtabbed, very nearly loſt her life in con- 
ſequence of the atrocious attempt upon it.“ 
* Rathbone Place, April 5." 


This card proved to be inſerted by Dr. 
Smyth, whoſe lady had been firſt wounded, 
as the following addreſſes were left at the 
effice of the Morning Chronicle, and were 
interchanged, viz. 

Mrs. Smyth, at Dr. Smyth's, 3 
Rathbone- place; wounded in May 1788. 


* This however happened on Sunday evening, the 
28th of March, as has bcen already . 
Mrs. 


TW xs - 

Mrs. Blaney, No. 4, Bury-ſtreet, St. 
James's ; wounded in March 1790. 

In conſequence of this, there were ſeveral 
interviews between Mrs. Smyth and Mrs. 
Blaney ; and the concluſion was, that they 
awere wounded by different men. 

It appears alſo, that Dr. Smyth exerted 
himſelf very ſtrenuoufly, to diſcover the 
perpetrators of theſe unaccountable out- 
Tages 3 and that he mentioned and urged 
the matter ſtrongly at the office of 
the Morning Herald ; in conſequence of 
which, ſeveral letters about that time, 
under the head of A n 
appeared in that paper. | 

In the Morning Herald of April 8, was 
the macs. + 


Morning Herald, April 8, 1790. 
„ A MONSTER. 
« To the Bow-ftreet Juſtices. 
Gentlemen, 


« THOUGH 1 billavs that 1 aa id 
Juſtifable | in -impeaching your vigilance, 
which 


f 6 J 


which I underſtand has been tolerably 
= employed, though not ſucceſsfully di- 
rected towards diſcovering the "MoNsSTER 
| Who has inhumanly maimed ſeveral beau- 
tiful women; ſtill I think your ſubordi- 
nates have not ſhewn that SKILL, which 
on leſs important occaſions has manifeſted 
itſelf, to bring culprits to juſtice, 

If I am properly informed, the perſon 
of this unnatural villain has been de- 
ſcribed, and you are furniſhed with a train 
of leading circumſtances neceſſary to detect 
him. In conſequence of this, a few inno- 
cent men have been brought before you, 
| who were inſtantly diſcharged, when their 
perſons could not be 1dentified. —From 
being diſappointed in theſe inſtances, it 
ſeems as if your delicacy had taken the 
glarm, and that you thought it an auk- 
ward thing to lead others into the ſame 
= ſituation. But there is no Man, when he 
reflects on the motives that have excited 
your zeal (though taken before you, for the 
i | . purpoſe of being identified), but muſt ap- 
| | plaud your activity, and approve of your 


conduct; 


| 
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conduct; — therefore the. /ſighteft ſuſpicion 
AUTHORISES. you, on a buſineſs. of ſuch a 
nature, to have any perſon, no matter how 
exalted his rank, brought before you, and 
the injured parties ſent for,—I confeſs 
I have been among thoſe who were 
taken to the office on ſuſpicion ; and ſo 
far from conceiving myſelf inſulted, I 
think you are intitled to my beſt thanks, 
as an individual, for uſing ſuch efforts to 
diſcover ſo unaccountable and ſauguinary 
a ruffian. 

«© T ſhall conclude by obſerving, that 
on a buſineſs of 1o dark and myſterious a 
nature, you ſhould pay regard to ANony- 
MoUs information; and I will venture to 
ſay, that no gentleman will be offended, if 
mnocent, whoſe attendance at 'your office 
4 ſhall, on ſuch occaſion, be required. 

bo - 66 * 14 
” 8. Fame?" Square, April 7.“ 


The next that appeared was in the ſame” | 
paper of the Ka of April. 


Morning 


1 


Morning Herald, April 9, 1 790. 
«A MONSTER. 


Mr. EpiToR, 
<« IT is with great pleaſure I perceive, 
that a paper of the extenſive circulation of 
the HERALD has taken up the cauſe of 
the Fair R; as I have no doubt, if it per- 
ſeveres, that it will prove the beſt inſtru- 
ment to bring the unnatural villain to juſ- 
tice, who has now for two years wounded 
ſeveral ladies with impunity. From what 
your correſpondent X. Y. mentions in this 
day's HERALD, he ſeems to hint that the 
MonsTER is known to the Runners of Bow- 
Street. —If this is the caſe, I muſt ſuppoſe, 
that their unwillingneſs to bring him to 
Juſtice muſt proceed from one of two 
cauſes, viz. that they are unacquainted 
with the A& known by the name of the 
Coventry or Black Act, which makes the 
crime of maiming, with an intent to diſ- 
figure, a capital offence, and of courſe en- 
titles them to a premium in caſe of the 
culprit's conviction ; or, that they wait 
for a reward to be offered, as a ſtimulus to 
7 their 
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their activity.— Now, as it is not likely 
that any reward will be offered, I cannot 
think ſo poorly of the gallantry of the na- 
tion as to believe, that any of the officers 
who may detect the Ruffian would not be 
immediately made independent by a volun- 
tary ſubſcription from the Public. 

&« Lombard-Street, April 8. A 


Another appeared on the 1oth, as fol- 
lows: | 


Morning Herald, April 10, 1790. 
<A MONSTER 


«LETTER NM 


„ Mr. HERALD, 

«UNTIL your known authenticity 
ſtamped credit on the report that there ex- 
rted a MoNsTER, who felt a horrible gra- 
tification in maiming the moſt beautiful 
part of the creation, I can aſſure you, that 
there were ſeveral even otherwiſe credu- 
lous people, who imagined the whole a 
fiction.— I muſt confeſs I admire and ap- 
plaud the ſteps you have taken in this 
buſineſs ; and alſo highly approve your 

ſtrictures 
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ſtrictures on the /upinexeſs of the Bows 
Street Runners, and your advice to the Ma- 
giſirates, which were both ſenfible and hu- 
mane.— But that human nature ſhould 
not be too much degraded by the ſuppo- 
fition that #vo ſuch wretches exiſt, as the 
villain you have deſcribed, I refer you to 
the following beautiful women, whom he 
has wounded, all of whom agree in their 
deſcription of his perſon : 


* Mrs. SMYTH, wounded about a year 
fince, in Fleet-Streer. 


« Maimed fince the Quxkx's Birth-Day. 
« Miſs PoR TER, St. James's Street. 
& Miſs ToussAINT, Sackville-Street. 
% Mis. BLANEV, Bury-Street. 

* The ſervant maid of Mr. CoLLINS, 
glazier, Jermyn-Street. Beſides . ſeveral 
others. 

2 M. T. H.“ 
% Bloomſbury-Square, April g.“ 

Thus it was that this very extraordinary 
buſineſs became publicly known; and by 


„This happened about the time that Mrs. Smyth 
was wounded, | 


the 


4 "ei 2 


** 


In I 


the above letters the appellation of Mons. 
STER was firſt introduced, which has been 
univerſally adopted to diſtinguiſh the per- 
petrators of theſe new kind of ſanguinary 
depredations. | 

The letters juſt mentioned alſo pro- 
duced the following, viz. 


« PUBLIC OFFICE, BOW-STREET, 


« Saturday, April 10, 1790. 

« Two anonymous Letters ſigned A. Z. 
having been received by us, importing, 
that a Gentleman of ſome rank in life 
was the aſſaſſin who had lately cut and 
wounded ſeveral ladies in the ſtreets; and 
ſeveral paragraphs having appeared in the 
Morning Herald, reflecting on this office 
for want of aftroity in the Officers belong ing 
to it, by not apprehending the ſaid Gentleman, 
though very well known io them : We think 
it our duty to acquaint A. Z. and the 
public, that the Gentleman alluded to (in 
conſequence of a letter ſent him) appeared 
before us this morning; when Miſs Por- 
TER, one of the ladies wounded, being 
preſent, declared upon her oath, hat he 
F WAas 


6 War” 
da not the perſon who wounded her, nor had 


he the leaſt png whatever of him. 


SAMPSON WRIGHT. 
N. Bonn.” 


By this it appears that ſome anonymous 
letters. had alſo been ſent to the magi- 
ſtrates, with a deſcription of ſeveral ſuſ- 
pected perfons, and among them a perſon 
of ſome rank in life in the Temple. 


On Wedneſday, April 14, Mrs. Smyth, 
the lady whom we have already mentioned 
to have been firſt wounded, being at Ro- 
bins's Auction, ſaw the man who had ſtab- 
bed her. She immediately mentioned it to 
the women of the rooms, to a lady that 
ſat beſide her, and to her huſband, when he 
came for her; who cauſed the man to be 
traced home, and communicated the whole 
to Mr. Addington at Bow-lſtreet. 

Mr. Addington propoſed for Miſs Por- 
ter (another young lady who had alſo been 
wounded) and Mrs. Smyth to accompany 
him to this perſon's ſhop next day ; but 
Mrs. Smyth conſulting her friends on the 
occaſion, it was thought more proper and 
fair, that Mrs. Smyth ſhould point him 
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out amongſt a number of perſons when 
called upon for that purpoſe. 

Miſs Porter accompanied Mr. Adding- 
ton on Thurſday to the man's houſe, and 
ſaid ſhe did not think him the perſon that 
ftabbed her, although he had a ſtrong re- 
ſemblance of him. 

Mrs. Smyth, however, ſtill indlted RH 
he was the man who had wounded her. 

On Saturday, April the ſeventeenth, a 
reward was offered by ſubſcription * by 


* THE MONSTER.—A REWARD. 


Lloyd's Coffee-houſe, April 17. 
This. is to give notice to the Public in general, that a 

Subſcription 1s opened at this houſe, for payi 1 a reward 
for apprehending that IN HUMAN MONSTER, 
whoever he may be, who has of late fo frequently wound- 
ed ſeveral young women; the whole of which, whatever 
it may amount to, ſhall be paid to the perſon or perſons 
who ſhall apprehend the ſaid offender, and proſecute 


him to conviction. 


J The following Gentlemen have ſubſcribed: 
& | | Lo 3. . 
J. J. Angerſtein- 5 John Wombwell, of & 
George Peters - 5 St. James's Street 5 5 
= Thomas Fraſer - 5 William Cazalett - 5 5 
W. M. - 5 Frederick Pigou, jun. 5 5 
John Neſbitt - - 5 Neil Jameiſon - - 5 5 
Samuel Thornton - 5 5 
5 
5 


N. Modigliani - 5 
Robert Woodmas - 5 


George ny agg ; 
F. S. Secretan « 5 . 


John Meyer - 
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a number of public-ſpirited gentlemen, 
for apprehending the man who committed 

theſe horrid deeds; which reward was 

evidently promoted, perhaps principally, 

if not entirely occaſioned by Dr. Smyth's 

exertions to diſcover the perpetrators of 

this novel ſpecies of barbarity. 

On Sunday the magiſtrates ſent to re- 
queſt Mrs. Smyth to attend at BoW -. 
ſtreet on Monday forenoon, the 19th of 
April, to ſee the man (who was not in 
cuſtody). 

Dr. Smyth then furniſhed n with 

the names of twelve or fifteen ladies, &æc-c. 
and engaged himſelf to give notice to Miſs 
Godfrey (a lady of faſhion in Portman- 
ſquare), who was ſaid to be of the num- 
ber that had been wounded by ſome Mon- 
ters, for it is evident there are ſeveral. ; 

Dr. Smyth then called himſelf upon. 
Miſs Touſſaint, Miſs Porter, Mrs. Wa- 
pole, and Miſs Godfrey; but being 1n- 
formed by Mr. Godfrey, that his fiſter WF 1 
had not been attacked, after much diffi- 1 

t 
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culty he found it was a Mrs. Godfrey, of | 
: "I „ Charlotte ; 
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Charlotte-Street, Portland-Place; and, in 
conſequence of her requeſting Dr. Smyth 
to ſtay to accompany her to Bow-Street, 
he waited above an hour, and at length 
went without her; but Mrs. Godfrey ar- 
rived at Bow-Street immediately after. 


The other ladies did not recognize the 
man; but Mrs. Smyth at once pointed 


him out in the crowd of people that was 
there, among whom he ſtood without any 
diſtinguiſhing mark, and was poſitive to 
his perſon. Dr. Smyth, her huſband, in- 
treated her, as it appeared he had often 
done before, to be extremely cautious, and, 
if there was a ſhadow of doubt or uncer- 
tainty in her mind, to ſay nothing againſt | 
the man; but ſhe declared that the was 
clear and certain. © * | 
* From this juſt and candid ſtatement of 
facts, it is evident, that no motive of re- 
ward could aQtuate either Mrs. Smyth or 
her huſband, as their efforts were exerted 
for the detection of the Moxs TER, and of 
this man particularly, previous to any re- 
ward being offered, or even thought of; 
3 and 
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and they alſo publicly diſclaimed every 


ſuch idea. 

The following is the * faithful ac- 
count of the proceedings at the Public 
Office in Bow-Street, upon this occaſion. 


% PUBLIC OFFICE, BOW-STREFT. 


April 19, 1790. 

„Some days ago Mrs. Smyth, who had 
been cut by a villain that met and walked 
with her in Fleet-Street, ſaw a man at 
Robins's Auction- room, under the Pi- 
azzas, Covent Garden, whom ſhe imme- 
diately recognized to be the perſon that 


had committed the violent affault on her; 


ſthe had him watched home, and informa- 
tion was immediately lodged at this office. 
6 Mr. Addington, who was the ſitting 
magiſtrate, directly went to Miſs Porter, 
who had alſo been wounded, and took her to 
the houſe of the ſuſpected perſon. She de- 
Claring he was not the man that wounded 
her, he was not then taken into cuſtody ; 
but Mrs. Smyth ſtill affirming he was the 
perſon W ho had cut her, hen was ordered to 
Fe be 
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be brought up yeſterday; and the follow- 


ing ladies, who had been wounded by ſome 


 MonsTxr (for ſuch the perpetrator of 


theſe horrid deeds muſt be, as there was 


not one but laid ſtrong claims to beauty) 
appeared. The Honourable Mrs. Walpole, 


Miſs Felton, Mrs. Blaney, Mrs. Newman, 


Mrs. Smyth, Miſs Touſſaint, Mrs. God- 


frey, and two Miſs Baughans. 

„The man, whoſe name is Tuffing, and 
who by profeſſion is a hair-dreſſer, was mi- 
nutely viewed by each of the ladies, and 
all, except Mrs. Smyth, declared he was 


not the man that wounded them; but 


Mrs. Smyth ſaid ſhe was poſitive he was 
the perſon that had aſſaulted her. 

&« She was then ſworn by Mr. Addington 
in the moſt ſolemn * aud gave the 
following account: 

In May 1788, her huſband, Dr. Smyth, 
being abſent, ſhe was on a viſit at a 
friend's, who lived in Johnſon's-court, 
Fleet-ſtreet, and had in the evening gone 
out to drink tea: on her return, ſhe was 


overtaken by a perſon, whom ſhe {wore to 
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be the priſoner, at the bottom of Fleet- 
ſtreet: he walked by the fide of her, and 
made uſe of the moſt indecent language. 

* When they got near the court, ſhe was 
ſo much terrified, that ſhe would not ven- 
ture up it, but walked on, the man ſtill 
following her, and making ule of the ſame 
language. 

« She went a little farther towards Tem- 
ple-Bar, then turned; when ſeeing four 
perſons go up Johnſon's- Court, ſhe fol- 
lowed, the fame man ſtill remaining cloſe 
by her. 

$ When ſhe got to the door, ſhe knock- 

ed, and the man placed himſelf between the 
door and her; and Juſt before the door 
opened, the fellow gave her a violent blow 
on her left breaſt, which he repeated with 
great force upon her thigh : he looked at 
her for ſome time with great compoſure, 
then deliberately walked away. 
She was ſo much alarmed, that, for 
near half an hour after ſhe got in, ſhe was 
unable to ſpeak. 

* During this time, her friends had ap- 

| plied 


C 0p] 
plied Turlington's drops to the wounds 
ſhe had received (for ſhe was ſtabbed in 
the upper part of her thigh), and by theſe 
the effuſion of blood was ſtopped. 

« The lady was then aſked, whether ſhe 
thought the priſoner was the perſon that 
had wounded her ? She declared ſhe was 
certain he was the man, not only from his 
perſon, but alſo from his voice. 

The priſoner, who keeps a houſe and 
_ clothes-ſhop in Great , Queen-Street, de- 
clared his innocence. | 

He was ordered to find bail for his ap- 
pearance, himſelf in two hundred pounds, 
and two very ſufficient ſureties in one 

hundred pounds each.” | 

The perſon of this man, whoſe name is 
William Tuffng, and who had not been in 

| Queen-Street three months, correſponded 
exactly with the deſcription always given 
by Mrs. Smyth of the man that had 
wounded her. 
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But theſe barbarous outrages being ſtill 
continued, and new inſtances daily occur- 
ring, offers of An HunpreD PouNnns 

reward 
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reward were put up at the corner of every 
ſtreet in London, for the apprehending 
of a MonsTER, whole perſon, in a va- 


riety of drefſes, was very minutely and 
particularly deſcribed. 


Vet if any one gives the leaſt attention to 


the whole of this buſineſs, it muſt appear 
beyond a doubt, that there is a GANG of 
theſe MonsTERs ; and that they commu- 
nicate with each other, from the exact 
fimilarity of their attacks. 

For Mrs. Blaney deſcribes the man that 
wounded her, as a fall, tout, dark, ell. 
tookmng man, of the age of 35. 

Mrs. Godfrey ſays, ſhe was ſtabbed by 


a middle-fized man, of a ſallow complexion, 


with the appearance of a gentleman, of the 
age of 30. 

Miſs Porter, that ſhe was wounded by a 
man of a pale and fair complexion, &c. 
from which it is certain that there muſt be 
ſeveral in the GANG. 

To aſcertain this more perfectly, even to 
a demonſtration, the following articles of 
intelligence and obſervations are alſo inſert- 

So ed 
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ed from one of the moſt reſpectable of th 
youu of that day, viz. the Gazetteer, 
Gazetteer, May 8, 1790 
« So much has been ſaid in the publi 
prints of women being wounded in the 
ſtreets by monſters in the ſhape of men, 
that it ſhould ſeem to feeling minds im- 
poſſible to be true; but it is lamentable to 
ſay, that every day brings freſh inſtances 
of its reality: the following fact we have 
inquired into, and find it too true: ; 
„On Thurſday morning the ſixth day of 
May, 1790, the maid-ſervant of Mr. Vick- 
ery, perfumer in Cheapſide, was wound- 
ed by a villain at the early hour of eight 
o'clock, and within two doors of her ma- 
ſter's houſe. T4 * 
She deſcribes the 1 to be a ſhort 
man, meanly dreſſed; and that the inſtru- 
ment was a five pronged one, with which 
he ſcratched her from the ſhoulder to the 
elbow. 
From the above AiGeignion of the vil- 
lain, it proves that there 5 more than one 
of that diabolical GANG.” 
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«A MONSTER. 

„On Wedneſday, May 5, about ten 
o'clock in the evening, Elizabeth Davis 
was accoſted by a tall, genteel dreſſed man, 
who wore a cockade, near Great Turnſtile, 
Holborn : he gave her a violent blow on the 
thigh, and with his left hand ſtruck her 
on the. breaſt with great violence ; he then 
made off. The woman made all the haſte 
home ſhe could, which, from the fright and 
the blow ſhe had received, was not much to 
be wondered at : on examination ſhe diſco- 
vered her gown and petticoats were cut 
through, and her thigh {lightly wounded; 
but ſhe is much more hurt from the blow 
the villain gave her on the breaſt. Fo 

On Friday May 5th, ſhe appeared at 
Bow-Street office, in conſequence of in- 
formation that a man had given of his 
watching a perſon the ſame evening to a 
houſe near Caſtle-Street, Lincoln's-Inn 
Fields, whoſe perſon exactly anſwers the 
deſcription ſhe had given of the man * 


w oanded her. 
66 She 
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She was in conſequence requeſted by Sir 
Sampſon Wright and Mr. Bond, to accom- 
pany the man who gave the information, and 
one of the officers, to the houſe the man had 
goneto. But on further enquiry, it appeared, 
the man who gave the information had been 
too eager ; for as ſoon as he ſaw him knock, 
he went away fatisfied it was the perſon, 
and that he lived there. But on Sir Samp= 
ſon's officer going to the houſe, no ſuch 
perſon lived there; but the ſervant-maid 
recollected that ſome one had knocked at 
the door that evening, nog that, on her 
opening it, he was gone.“ 


44. X 

As every thing relating to this extra- 
ordinary and unprecedented buſineſs muſt 
be intereſting, and as the advertiſements, 
equally attracting and ſingular, are curioſi- 
ties in themſelves, and extremely ſcarce, 


we have taken pains to procure them ; and 
they are as follow: 
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'« PUBLIC OFFICE, BOW-STREET. 

| 66 T "hurſday, April 29, 1790, 
« ONE HUNDRED POUNDS REWARD. | 


«© SEVERAL Lavies having of late been 
inhumanly cut and maimed by a PERSON 
anfwering the following deſcription: 
Whoever will apprehend him, or give fuch 
information to Sir SaursONW WRIGHT at 


the above Office, as may be the means of 


his being apprehended, ſhall immediately upon 
his commumegt to priſon receive FIFTY 


POUNDS from Mr. ANGERSTEIN of Pall- 


Mall, and the further ſum of iF Ty POUNDS 
upon his. conviction. 

« N. B. He appears to be . 30 years 
of age, of a middle ſize, rather thin made, a 
little pock marked, of a pale complexion, 
large noſe, light brown hair tied in a 
queue, cut ſhort and frizzed low at the ſides, 
ſometimes dreſſed in black and ſometimes in 
a ſhabby blue coat, ſometimes wears firaw 
coloured breeches with half boots /aced up 
before, ſometimes wears a cocked hat, and 
at 


6 
at other times a round hat with a very high 


top, and generally carries a wanghee cane in 
his hand. 


4 All ſervants are recommended to take 
notice if any man has ſtaid at home with- 
out apparent cauſe within theſe few we 
during day-light. 

« All waſherwomen and ſervants ſhould 
take notice of 'any blood on a man's 
handkerchief or linen, as the wretch gene- 


rally fetches blood when he ſtrikes. 


” All ſervants ſhould examine if any 
man carries ſharp weapons about him, and if 
there is blood thereon, particularly tucks; 
and maid ſervants are to be told that a tuck 

is generally at the head of a ſtick, which 
comes out by a ſudden Jerk. 

« All CUTLERS are deſired to watch if 
any man anſwering the above deſcription 
is deſirous of having his weapon of attack 
very ſharp.” 


The above very extraordinary advertiſe- 
ment ſtrongly infinuates, either that there 


was only one perſon who committed all 
theſe 
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theſe ſanguinary and unnatural actions, or 
that that ſame ONE man was alone pointed 
out for apprehenſion. 

Jn about another week, however, theſe 
ſentiments, deſcriptions, and intentions ſeem to 
have undergone a change, as will evidently 


appear by the next advertiſement, which 


is ſtill more curious, and is as follows: 
* Pall-mall, 7th May, 1790. 
«MR ANGERSTEIN 
© INFORMS THE PUBLIC, 


« That from the information he has 
received of the PERSON, who ſince Friday 
laſt has aſſaulted and wounded ſeveral 
women, there is great reaſon to fear that 
more than ONE of theſe WRETCHES 
infeſt the ſtreets; it 1s therefore thought 
neceſſary to give the following deſcription 
of ONE, who within this week has 
committed many acts of cruelty upon 
women. 

He is generally deſcribed to be a perſon 
n. of ſix feet high, thin made and 

thin 
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thin viſaged, full eyes, a large noſe, and 
is marked with the ſmall-pox on his cheek- 
bones. On Friday night laſt, when he 
aſſaulted a woman in Vigo-lane, he was 
dreſſed in a blue great coat, with a light- 
coloured coat under it, light- coloured 
waiſtcoat, cocked hat, and had a ſtick in 
his hand. On Saturday night and Monday 
night laſt, when he wounded a young 
woman in Conduit-flreet, he was dreſſed in 
dark brown clothes, and wore a round hat 
flapped over his face. On Tueſday evening 
between ſeven and eight o'clock, when he 
wounded a woman in Marybone-ſtreet, he 


wore a black coat, white ſtockings and half 


boots, and upon one of his ſtockings 
was a ſpot of blood, a round hat with 
a high crown, his hair platted behind 


and frizzed at the fides: at this time 
he had a DAGGER about fourteen inches 


long. And on Wedneſday night, when 
he wounded a poor woman in Holborn, 
he wore a drab-coloured ſurtout-coat, 
which reached juſt below his knees, 
ſtriped waiſtcoat, white ſtockings, a cocked 


hat with a high brim, and a cockade; his 


G hair 
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hair frizzed at the ſides in a buſh, platted 


and turned up behind, and had a noſegay 
in his hand. ” 


Although the offer of theſe rewards pro- 
| ceeded from the beſt of motives, yet they 
anſwered no good purpoſe : for by holding 
forth a reward upon commitment, as was 
done in theſe, a number of innocent men 
of different deſcriptions and characters were 
carried before the magiſtrates, and imme- 
diately diſcharged upon their perſons not 
being identified. 

The magiſtrates were much haraſſed; 
all the town, and eſpecially the women 
were exceedingly alarmed; and the whole 
buſineſs appeared the more extraordinary 
and aſtoniſhing, as every day brought freſh 
accounts of new victims to the horrid at- 
tacks of theſe ruffians, notwithſtanding 
the bills offering high rewards for their 
apprehenſion were paſted up at the corner of 
every ſtreet all over the metropolis. 

It became dangerous for a man even to 
walk along the ſtreets alone, as merely call- 


ing 


8 


ing or pointing out any perſon as THE 


MONSTER, to the people paſſing, was 
| ſufficient to endanger his life; and many 
were robbed, and extremely abuſed, by this 
means. 

No man of gallantry dared to approach 
a lady in the ſtreets after dark, for fear of 
alarming her ſuſceptible nature. 

There was a total ſuſpenſion of all ſtreet 
amours. | 
The gentle ſalutations and the gay blan- 
diſhments of the peripatetic beauties, the 
ſoft, eaſy, accommodating fair ones, were all 
over; and gloomy jealouſy and dark diſtruſt 
appeared on every female brow. 

The whole order of things was changed. 

It was not ſafe for a gentleman to walk the 
ſtreets, unleſs under the protection of a lady. 


About this time Great Britain having 
begun to arm in expeCtation of a war with 
Spain, a hot preſs, which continued for 


many days and nights, cleared the town of 
the bulk of diſorderly and ſuſpected cha- 


racters. 


.Upgn this, the accounts of theſe fangui- 
| G62 nary 
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nary depredations and unnatural attacks 
began to ſubſide and die away; at length 
indeed they entirely ceaſed : and they were 
befides, in their nature, ſo unaccountable 
and perplexing, that they were much and 


publicly diſcountenanced even in ſeveral of 


the daily prints. 

An otherwiſe reſpectable paper, THE 
PuBrLic LEDGER, took the lead in this in- 
credulity, and even went ſo far as to pledge 
themſelves to the public, that ſuch out- 
rages had never happened, and that no ſuch 
being as a MONSTER exited or did ever exiſt; 
inſiſting that every report proceeded entirely 
from a few bungling attempts to cut off 
the ladies pockets. 

The following are their expreſs words: 


Public Ledger, 2 1ſ½ May, 1790. 
«THE MONSTER. 
ah This ideal animal, which has ſo long 


been the terror of women and children, 


begins now to be ſo well underſtood as to 
frighten no longer. 

While there remained any probability 
that there exiſted a wretch capable of cut- 


ring 
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ting and maiming defenceleſs women, we 
thought it proper to withhold any remarks 


until it ſhould be fully proved to the 
public. 


- 6. Of this, ern there is now no | 


doubt. There can be no doubt in the 
mind of any man, who has conſidered and 


examined the ſubject, that the whole is a 


miſtake from beginning to end, That 
two or three ladies have been wounded 
ſlightly by ſome bungling Barringtoman, 
who endeavoured to cut their pockets, is 
undeniable ; but there is nothing monſtrous 
here, unleſs the monſtrous impudence of a 
pick-pocket. | 
© This opinion on the affair ought to 
have been publiſhed ſome time ſince; but, 
as obſerved already, we were unwilling to 
do any thing that might interfere, or ſeem 
to interfere with the benevolent intentions 
of well-meaning men, who ſtood forwards 
with hearts and purſe, as the redoubtable 
champions of the fair ſex, 
„It is a ſuperior duty, however, to un- 
deceive the public; and this, we think, 
G 3 may 
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may be done now with perfe& confidence, 
as, from every enquiry and conſideration, 
we are bold to aſſert” (a direct unqualified 
falſehood) that THERE NEVER DID, AND 
DOES NOT NOW EXIST A MONSTER, OR 
MONSTERS, OF THE DESCRIPTION GIVEN 

TO THE PUBLIC. | 
In thus ſtanding forward as the f 7 
to open the eyes of the public, we conſider 
ourſelves as executing an important duty, 
and are not afraid of what we may riſque 
by the declaration.” 


Such is the intelligence of many of the 
daily papers! So little to be depended on, 
that even the moſt palpable and notorious 
untruth was, in this inſtance, aflerted as a 
fact, to the veracity of which they even 
pledged their credit. 


However, this bold and unfounded e 
did not paſs unnoticed by the fair ſufferers, 
and their gallant friends and protectors; 

for, in the ſame paper, the PuBL1c LEDER, 
of the 25th of May, the tollowing contra- 
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Public Ledger, 27th Mar 1790. 
THE MONA 


* In our paper of Friday we took an 
opportunity to inſert the remarks of a cor- 
reſpondent, in contradiction of the reports 
concerning the exiſtence of ſuch beings as 
have been deſcribed as MoNsTERSs. 

% The ſame motives, VIZ. love of truth 
and a defire to give juſt information to the 
public, which induced us to ſtate what we 
did concerning the Monſters in the papers 
of Friday laſt, oblige us to acknowledge, 
that we have" received ſuch full and fair 
information on that ſubje&, as renders it 
neceſſary to retract. _ aſſertions then 
made. 

« For Mrs. Anek lady of Dr. Smyth, | 
of Stephen-ſtreet, Rathbone- place; 

«© And Mrs. Chippingdale, at Lord 
Malden's, St. James's place, both wounded 
in May 17883 

« Mrs. Godfrey, of e ne Rui 
Portland Place, wounded in May 1789 

on Miss Porter, St. James's ſtreet; 

G 4 5 Miſs 
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46% Miſs Touſſaint, Sackville-ſtreet ; | 

« Miſs Froſt, Jermyn-ſtreet; 

« Mrs. Blaney, Bury-ſtreet ; . | 

« Miſs Felton, at the Hon. Mrs. Wal- 
pole's, Dover-ſtreet; and 

« Mrs. Payne, at Lord Howe's, e 
ſtreet; wounded this year, and ſome of them + 
very dangerouſly : . 
Ladies whoſe characters are unim- 
peachable, and whoſe perfons are generally 
hand:ome, ſome of them indeed beautiful; 
all concur in declaring, that the men 
who wounded them made 10 attempt to rob 
them, nor could have any intention cutting 
their pockets, as we then conjectured in that 
ſtatement, which our candour and love of 
truth now obliges us to contradict. | 

At the ſame time, there is no doubt, 

but that many fimilar attacks have been 
made fince, both by wicked perſons that 
delight in miſchief, and by thieves and 
pick-pockets, for the im of depreda- 
tion. | 
But all the dies eat were 
* before the clamour about the 

7 Mox- 
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Mons rzxSs was public; and as there cer- 
tainly were no attempts to rob, the motives 
of the wretches ſtill remain altogether: un- 
accountable.“ 

This was farther confirmed by a para- 
graph in the ſame paper of the 29th of 
May, as follows: | 


Public Ledger, 29th May 1790. 

5 On the 21ſt of this month our readers 
may probably recollect we publiſhed an ar- 
ticle in our paper, in which the exiſtence 

of thoſe beings called e was abſo⸗ 
lutely denied. 1 
$$. Wa have ſince . ſuch informa- 
tion from Dr. Smyth of Stephen-ſtreet, 
Rathbone: place, whoſe lady was attacked 
by a wretch of that deſcription in Fleet- 
ſtreet, and from ſeveral ladies of great re- 
ſpectability who have been injured in the 
like manner, that induces us to doubt the 
authenticity of that article,” 


But the activity of the preſs· gangs was 
of more ſervice in putting an end to, or 
\ rather 


© 1660) 
rather in cauſing a ſuſpenſion of, theſe dia. 
bolical outrages upon the female ſex, thau 
all the exertions of the runners belonging 
to the different public offices of police, 
ſtimulated as they were by the continued 
liberal offers of reward. | 

Doubt and incredulity, however, very ſoon 
began again to prevail; and even the friends 
of the humane and actively benevolent 
Mr. ANGERSTEIN would ſometimes joke 
and banter him very freely upon the ſub- 
jet; which indeed they were too well 
enabled to do on rather tenable grounds, 
from the inefficiency of ſuch arduous and 
laudable exertions ; when the public atten- 
tion was again excited by an account of 
another perſon being ſecured, on the accu- 
ſation of ſeveral ladies who had been 
wounded, and who poſitively identißed bis 
perſon upon oath, | 


The ſullowimg is an exact detail of the 
circumſtances that led to the apprehenſion 
and commitment of this perſon. | 


PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC: OFFICE, BOW-STREET. 


June 14th, 1790. 
 Rymwick Williams was charged before Sir 
Sampſon Wright, Wm. Addington and Nicho- 
las Bond, Eſqrs. with having maimed and 
wounded ſeveral ladies, at various times 
and places. 

Before we proceed to give the examina- 
tion of the priſoner, it will be neceſſary to 
ſtate the means by which he was appre- 
| hended. 5 

One of the Miſs of St. James 8 
Street, who was waunded by the Monſter, 
was on Sunday evening, the 13th inſtant, 
walking in St. James's Park, accompanied 
with another lady, and Mr. John Lan. 
fiſnmonger in Berkeley- ſquare. 

The converſation turned on the wretch 
who had wounded her; and Mr. Coleman 
begged Miſs Porter to point him out, 
ſhould ſhe ſee him, as ſhe had declared ſhe 
had ſeveral times, 

In about five minutes after, Miſs Porter, 
with much agitation, ſaid, © That's the 
I „ man 
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* man who wounded me,” pointing out 
the priſoner. 5 

Mr. Coleman, with more caution than 
was perhaps neceſſary on ſuch an occaſion, 
did not immediately ſeize upon him, but 
followed him, Jy 

The 'prifoner walked nba faſt 
through a yariety of courts and turnings, 
until he came to Bolton-ſtreet, where he 
knocked at a door, and went in. Mr. 
Coleman ſtood ſome time to watch his 
coming out, which he at length did; but, 
on enquiry, he was not known there. 
He returned to St. James's Street, and 
called at the china-ſhop the corner of Pall- 
Mall, where he did not ſtay long. He alſo 
called at other houſes, and at length at the 
houſe of Mr. Smith, in South —— 
ſtreet. 
Mr. Sen knocked at the door, and 
inſiſted on ſeeing the priſoner: he was in- 
troduced to the parlour, where he was up- 
wards of a quarter of an hour in the dark, 
and where at length they exchanged ad- 


dreſſes, and Mr. CORE. found that he 
knew 
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knew the priſoner, who was formerly 4 
muſician, and played the violin at the the- 
atre ; he alſo knew the brother of the pri- 
ſoner, an apothecary, who bears a very 
good character: and on theſe conſidera- 
tions he did not perſiſt in his determina- 
tion of carrying him immediately before 
Miſs Porter, thinking that he was always 
to be found, and that ſhe could ſee him 
the next day. 

He therefore left Mr. Smith's hank: and 
went towards St. James's Street. 

On his way he recollected, that he had 
ated improperly ; for that if the perſon 
was guilty, he would abſcond: and again 
meeting him at the top of St. James's 
Street, in Piccadilly, he inſiſted on his 
going to Mr. Porter's houſe, in that ſtreet; 
where Miſs Porter being more confirmed 
than before in her certainty of the man, 
he was taken to St. James's watch-houſe. 
The examination commenced by Miſs 
Anne Porter being ſworn. 
| She gave an account of her being in the 
gallery of the ball-room at St. James's on the 

night 
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night of the Queen's birth-day, in company 
with her ſiſter Sarah, and an elderly lady. 
Her father and two friends were to have con- 
ducted them home; but the ball being over 
ſooner than uſual, ſhe and her ſiſter did not 
wait for their father, but ſet out, in order to 
get home: as they went along, ſhe ob- 

ſerved her ſiſter change colour, and ap- 
pear much agitated; and preſently after 
ſaw the priſoner, of whoſe perſon ſhe was 
very poſitive, he having repeatedly. before 
inſulted them in the ſtreets and Kenſing- 
torr Gardens, by the moſt obſcene and in- 
famous language. She was alarmed, as her 
ſiſter told her, that he had ſtruck her a 
blow upon the back of her head, and they 
made the beſt of their way home—he fol- 
lowing them very cloſe until they came to 
their own door, when he gave her a vio- 


lent blow. 


He walked on to the next houſe, then 
xeturned, and waited until the door was 
opened, and he had ſeen them into the 
paſſage : at which time they were ſo great- 


ly alarmed, that they could not ſpeak. 
| When 
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When ſhe got in, ſhe found herſelf dan- 
gerouſly wounded, and Mr. Tomkins, a 
ſurgeon, was ſent for. . 

He was next ſworn, and ſaid that, on 
examining, he found Miſs Porter had re- 
ceived a wound in the thigh, of between 
nine or ten inches in length, and three 
or four inches deep that it muſt have 
been given with an inſtrument of uncom- 
mon ſharpneſs. 

Miss Sarah Porter repeated nearly 
what her ſiſter had ſaid, adding, that ſhe 
perfectly recollected his perſon, and was 
very poſitive to him, as ſhe had fo often 
ſeen him, at each of which times he had 
behaved in the moſt infamous manner to 
her and her ſiſters. 

Miſs Martha and Miſs Rebecca Porter 
were alſo ſworn, and ſaid, they had been 

with their ſiſters when the priſoner had 
made uſe of obſcene language, and had 
behaved very ill to them all. 

They were each of them very poſitive at as 
to his perſon, 

Miſs Ann Froſt, of Jermyn-ſtreet, ſwore, 

That | 
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- That on the laſt Lord Mayor's 45 ſhe 
had been in the city, and at eleven o'clock 
in the evening was returning home : the 
priſoner, whom ſhe ſwore poſitively to, 
followed her, and made uſe of very bad 


language, until ſhe was at her own door, 
whe he ſtruck her, and ran off. 


0 coming to herſelf, ſhe found her 
clothes were cut through, but ſhe was not 
bac mah 

She met him twice afterwards, but be 
aieayre eſcaped. 
She was no leſs poſitive to * voice than 
perſon. | 

Mrs. Franklin ſaid, that about two years 
ago, the priſoner, of whoſe perſon ſhe had 
not the leaſt doubt, followed her, and 
made uſe of very abuſive and indelicate 
language, and repeated his inſults ſeven or 
eight times ſince; the laſt time was about 
the latter end of laſt ſummer but he 
never had cut her. 


Miſs Elizabeth Baughan ſaid, that on 


the evening of the 7th of laſt December, 


the, in company with her ſiſter, was paſſ- 
ing 


22 


613 
ing ans Bridge-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, when 


a man, whom ſhe believes to be the priſoner, 


accoſted her in very. obſcene language, and 
followed her to Parliament-ſtreet, where 
he cut her and her ſiſter, Frances Baughan, 
who' was more poſitive to his perſon. 

In addition to theſe proofs, a light drab- 
coloured horſeman's coat was particularly 


mentioned, in ſeveral of the advertiſements, 
as being worn by the perſon who commit- 


ted theſe outrages; and a coat anſwering 


- preciſely to this deſcription was found at 


the lodgings of the priſoner. | 
He was committed to New Priſon, Clerk- 


enwell, for farther examination on Wedneſ- 


day, which was as follows. 


PUBLIC OFFICE, BOW-ST NEET. 


June 16, 1790. 


Rynwick WW, illiams was again brought up 
for examination before. Sir Sampſon Wright, 


Milliam Addington and Nicholas Bond, Eſ- 


quires. 
In addition to the charges already ck 


againſt him, ſeveral other perſons appeared 


to give their teſtimonies. 
Six ladies were examined, who could not 
H identify 
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identify the perſon of the priſoner ; ſome 
ſaying that it was a taller man that had 
wounded them, ſome a ſhorter. 
| Theſe ladies were all wounded; but ſeve- 
ral others ſwore to the perſon of the priſoner. 
The firſt of this deſcription was Mrs. 
Forſter, who depoſed, That about twenty 
nights before the Hay market Theatre cloſed 
laſt ſeaſon, ſhe was returning from that 
| houſe, and a few doors from thence, a 
man, who ſhe declared moſt ſolemnly on 
her oath was the priſoner, accoſted her, 
and aſked her if ſhe would permit him to 
Tee her home. 44 
She did not make any reply, but walked 
on. He walked by her ſide, and continu- 
ally repeated his queſtion until they got to 
St. Ann's Church, where he ſtruck her a 
violent blow upon her hip, and made off 
through King-ſtreet. Two gentlemen came 
to her aſſiſtance, and conducted her home ; 
where ſhe, from the fright and lofs of blood 
—which, the declared, was at leaſt the 
quantity of three half pints—fainted. One 
of the gentlemen fortunately was a ſur- 
geon ; 


W 
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geon; and, on examining the wound, 
found it at leaſt three inches in depth. 
She had at the time five petticoats on; and 


as there were three holes in the petticoats, 
though ſhe received but one wound, it is 
| probable they had got folded, and that the 


inſtrument had penetrated through them 
in that ſtate, from which the extreme 
ſharpneſs of it 1s evident. 

She ſome time after ſaw the pri- 
ſoner at Covent Garden Theatre, and 


there pointed him out to a gentleman, 


who challenged him with the offence. 


The priſoner gave the gentleman his di- 
rections to the houſe he then lived in, 


No. 36, Bow-ſtreet, and no other notice 
was taken of him. | 
Some time after, ſhe again ſaw him 1 in 
Fleet-ſtreet ; but he made off. 
Mrs. Forſter was bound over in a re- 
cognizance of Fol. to proſecute the pri- 


ſoner. 


The manner in which ſhe identified him, 
was the moſt poſitive we ever heard, for 


ſhe uſed the following words: I know 


H 4 him 


„„ 


him ſo well; that if upon my death bed 1 
had taken the ſacrament, I would, without 
the leaſt doubt, ſwear that this is the man 
who wounded me.” | 
The priſoner ſaid, that at the time this 
lady was wounded, he was an hundred 
miles from London. He acknowledged 
his having been challenged by her at the 
play-houſe. 
The next evidence examined was Eli- 
zabeth Davis; who ſaid, that about ſix 
weeks ago ſhe was returning home from 
her work, at ten o'clock in the evening, 
and in Chancery-lane was accoſted by a 
man, who aſked her where ſhe was going. 
[The priſoner was then (and indeed 
during the whole examination) ſtanding 
among the crowd of gentlemen who were 
in the office ; and Sir Sampſon Wright de- 
fired the woman to look round and ſee if 
the man who ſpoke to her in Chancery- 
lane was preſent. She did ſo, and without 


| heſitation fixed on the priſoner, declaring 


the had the cleareſt recollection of him.] 
She then proceeded with her ſtory. 
3 She 


* 
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She made him no reply to his queſtion, 
which he repeated; and ſhe at length ſaid 
ſhe was going home. 

He followed her along Hives, until 
they got near the Bull and Gate Inn, when 
he aſked her to ſmell a noſegay, he had in 
his hand, She refuſed, and immediately 
he gave her a violent blow acroſs the thigh, 
which he followed by another acroſs the 
breaſt, and then ran off. 

She on getting home was of courſe much 
alarmed ; though, as ſhe declared, ** ſhe 
did not think it was the Monſter, becauſe 
ſhe had been told he wounded none but 
the Nobility,” until ſhe found her clothes 
cut, and her thigh ſlightly wounded. 

She being a married woman, and her 
huſband not preſent, Mr, Angerfiein entered 
into a recognizance of 5ol. for her appear- 
ance to proſecute the priſoner. 

Several other ladies were examined, but 
their teſtimony was leſs circumſtantial and 
leſs clear than the two former. 

Miſs Wheeler was ſworn, and depoſed, 
That ſhe, in company with her father, 

H 3 was 
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was at Ranelagh the night after the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador's Gala; and that her father 
left her in the room while he went to get 
his carriage, in order to convey them 
Pope. 

While he was gone, the priſoner, of | 
whoſe perſon ſhe had the moſt perfect re- 
collection, accoſted her, and made uſe of 
the moſt indecent and brutal language; ſo 
much ſo, that ſhe was under the neceſſity 
of calling for aſſiſtance; on which the pri- 
ſoner made off. 

She again ſaw him the following Sun- 
day in St. James's Park, when in company 
with her ſiſter. She a few minutes after 
met her father, and told him of her hav- 
ing ſeen the priſoner, He defired her with 
her fiſter to walk on, and that he would fol- 
low at a convenient diſtance, ſo as to ap- 
prehend the man ſhould he ſpeak to them. 

The priſoner followed them as far as 
Bennet-ſtrect, where he ſpoke to her, and 
wondered how ſhe dared to accuſe him of 
having been inſolent to her at Ranelagh, 
and was proceeding to be very indelicate 

with 
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with her, when her father laid hold of him; 
but as a crowd collected, ſhe perſuaded ber 
father to let him go. 
Fortunately ſhe had not been wounded. 
Charlotte Payne, ſervant to the Counteſs 
of Howe, was ſworn. She ſaid, that on a 
Sunday evening, near three months ago, 
ſhe was accoſted in Brook-ſtreet, Groſve- 
nor-ſquare, by a man who whiſpered to 
| her, and aſked her if he ſhould ſee her 
home : ſhe made him no reply, but walked 
on to her home in Grafton-ſtreet ; the man 
ſtill continuing to behave very civil to her 
until he came to the bottom of the ſteps 
leading to Lord Howe's door, where he 
laid hold of her by the ſhoulders with both 
hands, and with his knee kicked her up 
the ſteps, all the time making uſe of in- 
famous language, and then left her; on 
going in ſhe found ſhe had received a 
wound through the ſkirt of her gown, but 
did not recollect that he had ever touched 
her with his hands except on the ſhoul- 
ders. She added, that, from the darkneſs 
of the evening, ſhe could not ſee the vil- 
lain who wounded her plainly ; but that, 
H 4 as 


. 
as much as ſhe could recollect of him, he 


was like the priſoner. 
Great care was taken to give the priſon- 


er the benefit of not being charged upon 


lender, or aſſiſted evidence; for he was in 
the yard behind the office, in the midſt of 
a a vaſt crowd of, perſons : but both Miſs 
Wheeler and Mrs. Forſter pointed him out 
without the leaſt difficulty or heſitation. 

The priſoner was perfectly collected and 
active in croſs-examining his accuſers, but 
appeared a little more affected than on his 
firſt day's examination. His defence is an 
alibi to every charge. 
He was re- committed to New Priſon, 
Clerkenwell ; and will be again brought 
up for further examination. 

The office was extremely crowded, and 
honoured with the preſence of his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of York, his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, the 
Duke of Hamilton, Lord Beauchamp, Co- 
lonel Fitzpatrick, the Earl of Effex, and 
many other men of faſhion during the 
examinatoin. 

The crowd in the ſtreet was l exceedingly 
_ great 
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great, and never did we apprehend more 


fatal effects from the miſguided zeal of 


. honeſt indignation in the populace, than 
on the preſent occaſion ; they certainly 
were tragically inclined, nor can our read- 
ers want to be informed who was the 
object of their fury: it was with the ut- 
moſt exertion, and greateſt difficulty that 
the officers preſerved from deſtruction, not 
only the priſoner, but the coach alſo in 
which he was carried ! _ 


PUBLIC OFFICE, BOJW-STREET. 


June 18, 1790. 


THE MONSTER. 
The perſon who ſtands charged with 


this uncommon and inhuman offence, was 


brought again before Mr. Bond, the fit- 


ting magiſtrate, to be examined on ano- 


ther charge exhibited againſt him, for hav- 
ing wounded another lady. 


The uſual and laudable caution was 


uſed on this occaſion to the priſoner's ad- 
vantage: the lady retired into the parlour, 


while 
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while ſome evidence of a converſation be⸗ 
tween the priſoner and a lad, whom he 
had taken with him to Ranelagh, was re- 


lating before the magiſtrate. 


This converſation being fully related, 
and the boy being directed to withdraw, 
the priſoner was ſent for, and all the gen- 
tlemen in the office were deſired to be co- 
vered, and the priſoner, without an iron 


on his leg, or any other mark to diſtin- 


guiſh him, was permitted to ſtand in the 


midſt of them. 


Mrs. Godfrey, who exhibited this charge, 
was then introduced: ſhe looked around 
the whole company, and pointed out Mr. 


Williams, and ſaid, If it be any one in 
this company, this is the man :” he was 
then uncovered, and ſhe obſerved, that he 


did not appear ſo poſitively in her recol- 
lection with his hat off: —being then di- 
rected to put it on, ſhe ſaid, © That ſhe 
had very little doubt but that he was the 


man who wounded her—that ſhe had every 


reaſon to believe that he was the man.” 
Mrs. Godfrey then very accurately re- 
| lated 


1 


lated the circumſtances :—That ſhe had 
been at her upholder's ſhop, and was re- 
turning home between eight and nine in 
the evening in May 1789—the priſoner 
followed her, and when he came up to 
her uſed very improper language, to which 
ſhe made no anſwer: he then followed 
her to the door of her own houſe, and as 
ſhe was ſtepping up to the door, he ut- 
tered an oath, and with ſome ſharp inſtru» 
ment cut her on the left thigh through a 


gown and other clothes; he then walked 


gently on as if he had done nothing. Mrs. 
Godfrey having loſt much blood, fainted, 


and remembered nothing that afterwards 


happened until her ſurgeon arrived to > her 
aſſiſtance. 

She again repeated, that ſhe had every 
reaſon in the world to believe that the 
priſoner is the perſon who wounded her. 

The priſoner contented himſelf with de- 


nying the charge generally, as he has that 
of ſeveral other perſons. 


The priſoner ſaid, that he had twice be- 
fore been challenged for the Monſter, par- 


ticularly 
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ticularly once at the play-houſe ; that he 
was an artificial flower- maker; and at the 
time Miſs Porter was cut, he was parti- 
cularly engaged at his buſineſs, at the 
houſe of Mr. Michell, in Dover-ſtreet, 
where he was till near one o'clock in the 
morning. 
Mrs. Godfrey being a married lady, and 
ber huſband being out of town, no recog- 
nizance was entered into for her appear- 
ance ; but the having undertaken to ſend a 
houſekeeper to enter into a recognizance 
on her behalf, the priſoner was charged 
with a detainer for her, and was then con- 
ducted to priſon. 

The perſon who thus ſtands 8 
with this offence without a name we ſay 
without a name, for how could our grave 
lawgivers provide a title for that which 
they neither ever heard exiſted or could 
poſſibly conjecture ever would exiſt ?— 
this character is about five feet ſeven 
inches high, of a dark complexion, long 
noſe and face, forming ſomething of an 
eagerneſs ks countenance, heightened per- 


haps 
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haps by an agitated mind : his features are 
not irregular ; his hair curls ſtrongly, he 
wears it at preſent in a ſhort queue: he is 
rather ſlender ; and his countenance being 
ſo well known, for out of the concourſe of 
| perſons who ſaw him at the Public Office, 
the majority were conſcious of having {cen 
him often, it is a matter of curious ſpe- 
culation how he remained ſo long unde- 
tected. 
He lived a few years ſince, we b under- 
ſtand, with Mr. Gallini, as clerk or ap- 
prentice. He has ſince ſubſiſted by adorn- 
ing the fair, ſex, having been an artificial 
forift !—He is the ſon, as we learn, of an 
Apothecary, who ſome years ſince lived 
in Broad-ſtreet, Carnaby-market. 

He lodged at Mr. Blake's, the fign of 
the George, in Bury-ſtreet, St. James's, 
where he and another man had flept to- 
gether for a fortnight. 

Upon theſe charges although committed, 
he was informed the offence was bailable. 
But upon the magiſtrates looking over 

the Act of the 6th of George I. it was 
; | found 


* 
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found in chap. 23, that cutting of the 
garments conſtituted a felony. 

He was therefore ordered to be brought 
up again on Thurſday, and the ladies to 
attend, and produce ſuch part of their 
wearing apparel as had been cut by the 
. priſoner, 

The two Miſs Baughans, Miſs A. 
Froſt, and Elizabeth Davis, appeared and 
produced their clothes, which they ſwore 
had been cut by the priſoner in the man- 
ner related on their former examinations. 
They were all ſeparately bound over to 
proſecute him for that offence. 

On Thurſday June the 24th, he was 
again brought up to Bow-ſtreet, when 
Mrs. Forſter appeared, and was alſo bound 
cover to proſecute for feloniouſly cutting 
her clothes. 


Although it is clear and poſitively, cer- 
tain, that there are SEVERAL perſons 
who have committed theſe horrid actions 
which the relations of the different perſons 
wounded evidently aſcertain, beyond a 

poſſibility 


4-W} - 
poſſibility of doubt; yet ſo many ladies 
identified this man upon oath, that a doubt 


was again hinted, in a very reſpectable 
paper, whether there was more than one, 
and whether another MoNs TER could exiſt 


in nature. At leaſt a hope of this kind was 
exprefled. This was in the Morning 
CHRONICLE of the 17th of June. 

But on the day following there appeared 


in the ſame paper, viz. the MorninG 


CHRONICEE, the following paragraph. 


Morning Chronicle, une 18, 1790. 


+ This appellation we have hitherto 


adopted, in our narrations of this unpre- 


cedented buſineſs, merely becauſe we withed 
to point out the ſame obje& with thoſe of 
our cotemporaries, to whom Truth and 
Feeling were objects to be prized before 
Scepticiſm and Ridicule! 


We are far from believing, however, 


that the perpetrator of this mad, unnatural 
miſchief ſtands ſing/y, and without aſſociated 
1 guilt. 
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guilt. In the communications which have 
been made to us, the deſcriptions vary in 


every ſhade from Slack to fair, and from 
the talleſt, to a diminutive ſtature. 
„There have been alſo*perſons ſworn 


to, add the evidence in theſe inſtances is 


not leſs unexceptionable than that which 
has been given in the preſent enquiry. One 
proſecution, we can ſpeak from reaſons 


amounting to conviction, was dropped, not 


through the want of proof, but from an 
unwarrantable ridicule which had been caſt 
over the whole of the tranſaQtion. 

„ We lament that we are under the 
neceſſity of ſaying, that there is, beyond 
doubt, a herd of theſe Miſcreants; and that 


thoſe who look for an end to the. miſchief 


in a fingle conviction, loſe fight of the ori- 
ginal object of their purſuit ! 


„ That rewards will anſwer in this in- 


ſtance the purpoſe for which they are 


offered, we are greatly inclined to doubt! 


Let a proper aſſociation be formed: 


let proper regulations be adopted; and 
where is the man of gallantry, humanity, 


- Or 
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or ſpirit, who will decline to wear the UNI- 
roku!“ 


In the ſame paper, viz. the Morning 
Chronicle, of the 25th June, is the follow- 
ing article of intelligence, viz. 

% An unnatural villain was committed 
to the gaol of Birmingham on Monday 
laſt, on a charge of having wounded one 
of the ladies of that town. 

The culprit has been identified, and 
is ſuppoſed to have fled from the metropolis 
in conſequence of the meaſures taken here 


to bring to exemplary juſtice the accomplices 
of Rynwick Williams,” | 


THE 


T R " A L 


RYNWICK WILLIAMS, 


AT THE 


OLD BAILEY „on TavasDAY the 8th of July 1 790, 


BEFORE 
JUDGE BULLER, AND A MIDDLESEX JuRY, 


For afſauliing and —— Oe 
injure her Wan APPAREL, 


Tax EN in ShHorT-HanD. - 


— . —— —¼ 
* 


EDNE SDA, the 7th of July, RYNWICK 
WILLIAMS was arraigned at the Bar of ihe 
Old Bailey, charged with making an aſſault upon Ann 
Froſt, ſpinſter, on the gth of November laſt (viz. 1789), 
in Jermyn-ftreet, St. James's, and wickedly, wilfully, 
and maliciouſly tearing and ſpoiling her garments, to 
wit, the gown, petticoats, and ſhift of ſaid Ann—againft 
the ſtatute in that caſe provided. : | 
For the commiſſion of a ſimiliar offence i in Holborn, 
on the 5th of May, 1790, on Sarah the wife of John 


Davis 


The ſame, on Sarah, the wife of John Godfrey, on 
May, 13, 1789, in St. Mary-le-Bone. | 

The 26th of September, 1789, on Mary Forſter, in 
Macclesfield-ftreet, Soho. . 
12 The 


Fd 
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The 6th of December, 1789, on Elizabeth 8 
in Parliament- ſtreet.— For a like act on the ſame day, 
in the ſame ſtreet, on Frances Baughan. 

For the like act, on Ann, Porter, in; 7 7 Jaguar 
1700, in St. James's-ſtreet: 

To all which pleading Not Guilty, he was remanded 
to confinement; and, on T HURSDAY, was conducted 

| into court, preciſely at nine o'clock, to take his trial on 
he latter indictment, before Judge Buller, and a Middle- 
ſex Jury. Mr. Knowles appeared as counſel for the 
priſoner; gud Meſſrs. Pigot. and e for the * 


ſecutor. 


The Jury being ſworn, Mr. Pigot addreſſed thei 
nearly as follows ; 


rr 
Gentlemen, 

This is the moſt extraordinary caſe that ever called 
for the attention of a Court of Juſtice. | 
It is an unpleaſant taſk to call to your minds a ſcene ſo 
ne in the annals of mankind—a ſcene ſo unaccountable— 
a ſcene ſo unnatural that for the honour of the human 

=. Race could not be believed ever to have exiſted, unlets 
demonſtrated by proof which the ſenſes could not reſiſt. 
But while we are tryiog the priſoner, for this unnatural, 
unaccountable, and until now, unknown off:nce, we 
ſhould not forget that he is our fellow- being, nor refuſe 
him an attentive hearing. | 


* . 
re eat a ce e——g —— —— ˙ Ä —— 


The priſoner at the Bar ſtands charged with a crime 
the moſt diſgraceful which can poſſibly taint the character 
of man: his object, to inſult the faltet, the moſt amiable, 

the \ 
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the moſt beautiful part of the creation, with language 
groſs, obſcene, and horrible. Four young ladies, ſiſters, 
have proved the objects of his malice; to two of them 
his perſon is perfectly familiar. Miſs Ann Porter, in 
company with one of her ſiſters, and a lady, miſſing their 
attendants after paſling the evening at the ball- room, in 
St. James's, on the 18th of January, were under the ne- 
ceſſity of walking home, between eleven and WS 
o'clock. They were followed by the priſoner at the 
bar; which being obſerved by the ſiſter Miſs Sarah, ſhe 
begged her to run. This ſhe did, without knowing 
the reaſon ; but asſhe reached her father's door, theattack 
was made, the particulars of which will ſhortly be related 
by the witneſſes ; her cloaths were cut acroſs, andſhe was 
wounded, by an inſtrument; in the right hip. As if 
rejoicing in this atrocious deed, the priſoner viewed, with 
much cffrontery, the ſcene of horror which he had 
occaſioned, | 

On being „ afterwards by Mr. Coleman, 
by whoſe means he was apprehended, to conſent to ſub- 
mit himſelf to the view of the ladies, and that Gentle- 
man ſaying they were near the houſe of Mr. Porter, 
Williams, without any particular direction, and without 
being minutely conducted, went ſtrait to the door—thus 
proving, that he was by no means a ſtranger to the 
houſe. 

It will appear, that his en has been at a little pub - 
lic-houſe in Bury- ſtreet; that the room where he ſlept had 
three beds, and two in an adjacent room, but with no 
other entrance than by means of the firſt; and that in 
thele beds ſix men uſually flept. 

I 3 I am 
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I am told that the priſoner means to endeavour at the 
eſtabliſhment of an alib;, as the only poſſible means left 
to invalidate the conviction ſtamped on the minds of 
the young ladies, that he is poſitively the perpetrator of 
the enormities already enumerated. Give me leave, 
gentlemen, to obſerve, that this mode of defence may 
be conſidered in two lights; the heft and the wor teſti- 
mony which can be adduced. The former, as indi- 
cating the moſt certain grounds of innocence; the latter, 

as including a ſcene of villany but ſomewhat inferior 
to the firſt crime; excluſive of the miſchiefs which may 
reſult from defeating the regular and neceſſary courſe of 
juſtice. i : | 

In the commiſſion of almoſt every human crime we 
may trace a mgtive. But what ſhall I ſay to the preſent 
caſe? no viſible inducement, no purpoſe to anſwer, no re- 
venge to ſatisfy, no injury to be redrefſed—Beauty and 
Virtue falling by the aſſaſſin's hand—in vain muſt we 
look for the object and the end. Yet has this man female 
relations 1 | 

I ſhall forbear expatiating further, in the full aſ- 
furance that you will give due attention to the evidence 
which I ſhall now proceed to adduce. 


MISS ANN PORTER 


Queſtion, When did you receive the injury ſtated 
in the indictment ?—Anſwer. On the 18th of January 
laſt, the Queen's birth-day. 

Q. Where did you paſs the evening of that day ?— 
A. In the ball-room at St. James's. | 

| | Q. What 


( 


Q. What time did you leave the ball- room? A. Be- 
tween eleven and twelve o'clock, 

Q. What paſſed after that time ?—A, I left the ball. 
room in company with my ſiſter Sarah and Mrs. Meale, 

Q. What happened in your paſlage from thence to 
your own houſe ?—A, I was much alarmed on being 
followed by a man. 

Q. Did you ſee the priſoner EL Yes, I did. My | 
ſiſter ſuddenly deſired me to run as faſt as poſſible. | 

Q. What happened afterwards ?—A. my ſiſter 
reached the door firſt; Mrs. Meale next; and laſt my- 


_ en 


Q. What occurred when you reached the door ?— 
A. I felt a violent blow on my hip. 

Q. Do you know from whom that blow proceeded ? 
A. I ſaw the priſoner ſtoop down. 

Q. Have you any recollection of his perſon ?—A. 
Ves; I have ſeen him before, three or four times: ſome- 
times he has walked behind, then before me, uttering the 
moſt groſs and abuſive language, in the day-time. | 

Q. How long did the priſoner continue at the door 
after he had given the blow? A. Cannot exactly ſay ; 
after the blow I felt a ſtrange ſenſation. 

Q. Did you ſee the priſoner afterwards?—A. Yes; 5 
he ſtood and ſtared me in the face. 

Q. Are you ſure it was the priſoner at the Bar ?— 
A. Yes; I ſaw him perfectly. 

Q. You are confident ?—A, I have not the ſmalleſt 
doubt; ſuffering ſo much at different times on his ac- 
count, I could not be deceived. | 

Q. You received a wound ?—A, Yes. 


I 4 Q. When 


tas) . | 

Q. When next did you ſee the priſoner ?==A. On 
Sunday the 13th of June, in St. James's Park, when 
walking with my mother, two of my ſiſters, and Mr. 
Coleman. 
Qi. Did Coleman ſee the EE A. Not till 1 
pointed him our. | 

Q. How came you to obſerve him: A. He met and 
paſſed us ; I knew him in a moment; and being much 
agitated, Mr. Coleman aſked the reaſon. 7 

Q. By what means are you confident that the perſon 
you thus met was the identical man who had previouſly 
inſulted you?—A, After he had paſſed us, I turned 
round, for more complete obſervation ; in that inſtant, 
he did the ſame, as if to notice me. 
Qi. Did you perfectly recolle&t him, when brought 
to your houſe, afterwards, by Mr. Coleman A. I 
was then in a ſtate of inſenſibility, . 

Q. Was he pointed out to you before you tecognized 
him at the Public Office in Bow-ſtreet? —A. He was not 
pointed out. 


Croſs examined by Mr. ENOWLES ; who thought it 
neceſſary to make ſome previous apology to Miſs Por- 
ter on account of the injuries which it could not be 
denied ſhe had receive from ſome perſon. 


Q. Your ſiſter, did ſhe not give you the firſt intima- 
tion of danger ?—A. I did not at firſt underſtand my ſiſ- 
ter; but ran as faſt as I was able. | 

Q. When you arrived at your father's houſe, did you 
find the door open f—A, The door was not opened for 
ſome time. 


Q. While 
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Q. While waiting at the door, you received a violent 
blow from ſome perſon ?—A. Ves. 

Q. What paſſed after you received the blow ?—A., I 
was much alarmed and fluitered. 

Qi. Howcloſe was the perſon to you when you turned 
| round ?—A, Within three yards, 

Q. At this time was the middle of the firece light * 
A. Ves. 

Q. Pray, as you had an opportunity of obſerving, 
what was the priſoner's dreſs at that time ?—A. He ap- 
peared to have on a great coat. 

Q. When did this matter happen ?—A, Within 
five minutes after leaving the palace, between eleven 
and twelve o'clock, | #4 ag! 

[Here Miſs Porter's dreſs was produced; the gown, 
of filk, had a very long rent in it; as had the ſhift, but 
not ſo long as the firſt : evidently from the effect of 4 vio- 
lent attack. ] 

Q. You are conhdent that this is the gown you had 
on?—A. Yes. 

Q. And that rent proceeded from the blow ?— 
A. Tes. 

Q. Was your perſon ack L—A. Iu 

2. Cut? —A. Ves. 

Q. The ſtreet was light enough to ſee other objects 


_ farther diſtant from you than the perſon who committed 
the aſſault? — A. Les. 


SARAH PORTER. 


Q. Do you know the priſoner at the Bar ?—A. Yes. 
Q. Did you ever ſee him before the 18th of June? 
A. es. | 
Q. Had 
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Q And was the light occafioned by the lamps on the 
Queen's birth-day, ſufficient to enable you to diſtinguiſh 
the perſon of the priſoner ?—A, It was. 

Q. What paſſed after your fiſter had been wounded ? 
—A, When we got into the paſſage, I obſerved Wil- 
liams on the threſhold of the door. | 

Q. How long before this was it that you ſaw the pri- 
foner !—A. While at work in the window, about a 
week before, ſaw him paſs by; and, impreſſed with 

apprehenſion, I ſcreamed. 
When at Bow-ftreet, did any one point him out to 
your notice? —A. I ſelected him myſelf from the crowd. 

Q. You have no doubt as to his perſon? -A. Not 
the leaſt ſhadow, or I would not have ſworn. | 


Croſs examination. 


Q. On the alarm, was your door opened before the 
priſoner came up ?—A., No. 


Q. Did the blow appear to you to be as hard as could 
be given ?—A. Yes. 


Q.: Was it more than one blow? - A. No. 

Was the inſtrument a ſharp cutting one !— 
A. Yes. 

Q. Have you heard any thing of another proſecution 
for cutting ?—A. Yes. 


Q: When at Bow-ftreet, did you at once, without 
inſtruction, fix on the priſoner ?—A. I did. 


REBECCA PORTER. 


Q. Was you at the ball-room on the Queen's birth- 
day ?—A. I was not. 


Q. Have 


— 
—— — ———— Een 
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Q. Had you any acquaintance with him ?—A, No. 
Q. Where did you ſee him ?—A, He followed us, at 
four different times, in the ſtreet, Once he put his hand 
over my ſhoulder, and uttered language the moſt groſs 
and dreadful. 

Q. Did his converſation tend to any thing elſe ?— 
A. No. 

Q. How often did you ſee him previous to the laſt at- 
tack ? — A. I ſaw him four times. 

Q. Did you obſerve him particularly ?—A. Yes. 

Q. You knew his perſon cog; on the 18th of 
January ?—A, Yes. 

Q. Where, then, did you firſt obſerve him? — A. In 
St. James- ſtreet; we left the ball- room at a quarter paſt 
eleven; and I ſaw him, ſtanding with his back to us, 
looking down the ſtreet: a chairman paſſing by, he 
turned round, came up, and faid—® O ho!” then gave 
me a violent blow on the back part of my head. 


Q. What then did you do ?—A. Requeſted my ſiſter 
to run as faſt as poſſible—for God's ſake to make haſte— 
for that the wretch was behind us. 

Q. Who had you in company at this time ?—A. 
Another lady; we all run as faſt as poſſible. 


Q. Did you obſerve what paſſed at the door ? 
A. Yes; I ſaw the whole affair. I ſaw him ſtrike at 
my ſiſter with his hand ſhut ; and I heard the noiſe occa- 
ſioned by the rent in her gown. 

Q. Are you confident that this perſon was the ſame 
whom you had ſo often met before? — A. Les; have 
no doubt; none in the world. 


Q. And 
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Q. Have you ever ſeen the priſoner at the Bar before? 
A. Yes, ſeveral times. I was once with my ſiſter 
Ann when he accoſted her. | 

Q. Of what nature was his converſation 
A. Highly groſs, and improper. 

Q. Did you eaſily recognize him when i in cuſtody a at 
De Ae 2A. Yes. 


Q. Is he the ſame man who nt your ſiſter "a 
A. Yes; I have not the leaſt doubt. 


no MARTHA PORTER. 

Q. Look at the priſoner ; have you ever ſeen him 
before ?—A.. Yes ; ſeveral times. I was once with my 
ſiſter Ann when he accoſted her. 

Q. Did he behave as a gentleman ought ?—A. No, 
his expreſſions were dreadful ; his manner horrid. 

Q. Have you any doubt as to the perſon of the pri- 
ſoner ?—A. Not the leaſt ; am quite poſitive. 

Q. Did you ſee him at_Bow-ſtreet ? —A. Yes; and 
am | oſitive, very ſo, that he is the man who accoſted 
my {ſter. 


JOHN C O LEM AN, Fiſhmonger in Berkley- 
ſquare, lodging in Mount-ſireet. 


Q. Do you remember being with Miſs Porter on the 
13th of June laſt, in the afternoon or evening ?— 
A. Yes; walking in the Park at that time with Miſs 
Ann Portcr, a perſon paſſed, whom ſhe pointed out as 
being the priſoner, exclaiming, . The wretch has juſt 
paſſed us!“ She appeared greatly agitated. 


Q. Are you ſure the priſoner is the iame perſon : — 


A. Yes 


Eni) 
Q. When you ſaw the perſon deſeribed as the wretch, 
what followed ?—A, He walked very faſt towards 


Spring Gardens, to a bookſeller's at the corner; from | 
thence to the Admiralty Paſſage, back again, another 


way, to Spring Gardens, as if conſcious of being fol- 


lowed. He next paſſed up Cockſpur-ftreet to Pall Man, 5 


while I followed ſufficiently near to be perceived. 
Paſſing into St. James's-ftreet, I was joined by a gentle- 
man of my acquaintance : from thence the priſoner went 
to Bolton- ſtreet, where knocking at a door, he went into 


the houſe for five minutes. When he came out, my 


friend enquired at the houſe if they knew him; while I 
followed to Piccadilly, and from thence to St. James's- 


ſtreet again, where he knocked at a door, and aſked ſome 


queſtions of a ſervant. 

Q. Did this ſervant know him ?—A. No. From 
St. James's-ſtreet I followed him to Bond- ſtreet; en- 
deavouring, all the way, to inſult him; walking ſome- 


times before, and ſometimes behind him, ſtaring him in : 


the face. 


Q. Did he ſay any thing in conſequence -A. No. 
But I continued my geſtures of offence ; nay, made a 
feint to ſquare at him. He paſſed to Oxford Road, and 
into Vere-ftreet, where he knocked luſtily at the door of 
an empty houſe: but no one appearing, I accoſted him, 
to know what he could expect from knocking fo vio- 
lently where there was not the ſhadow of gaining admit- 
tance. He ſaid he knew the parties belonging to the 
houſe, their name was Pearce, and knocked again, loud 


enough to rouſe even in the garret, if * one had been 
within. 


Q. How 
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Q. How long did he continue at this door 
A. Three or four minutes. After which he again croſſed 
Oxford-ſtreet, to Southmolton-ſtreet, where he knocked. 
I followed behind, and ſaw him enter the houſe. Of 
Mr. Smith, the maſter of this houſe, I aſked information 
of the man; but he requeſted me to aſſign a reaſon for 
my queſtion. We were ſpeaking in a parlour in the 
dark. I requeſted his addreſs, offering to give my own : 
but Williams, and indeed Smith, appeared to be diſ- 
mclined without my aſſigning ſome reaſon. I then ſaid 
he had inſulted ſome ladies under my protection, for 
which I meant to demand ſatisfaction. He offered to 
meet me at any coffee-houſe. But perſiſting in my re- 
queſt, we at length exchanged, he giving me his di- 
rection, at No. 52, Jermyn-ftreet,” in Bury-ſtreet. 
I now. thought I had ſome previous knowledge of this 
man; and he, too, began to know ſomething of me 
after ſome time, it was recollected that we had ſeen each 
other at an aſſembly in King-ſtreet, Covent Garden. 
When I had ſuffered him to go from me, I began to re- 
flect that I had done wrong, that I ſhould have ſecured 
him. 

Q. When next did you ſee him? -A. On my return 
back, I again met him in St. James's ſtreet ; and, look- 
ing ſtedfaſtly at him, ſaid, * I cannot think you are the 
perſon deſcribed, Come with me ; we are near Mr. Por- 
ter's door; ſatisfy the ladies that they are miſtaken.” 
This he did not refuſe; he went to the door; and 
being introduced into the parlour, Miſſes Ann and Sarah 
beth fainted : when recoverec, one of them exclaimed, 

16 () my 
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« O my God, Coleman, that is the wretch, that is the 
wretch ! Ann would not ſtay in the room. 


Q. Did this ſeeming odd behaviour of the ladies pro- 
duce any particular expreſſions from the priſoner ? —— 


A. He aſked, © Do the ladies ſuſpe me to be the per- 


<« ſon advertiſed ? Am I ſuſpected? I anſwered, << It is 
ce really ſo?” and though he ſtaid an hour afterwards, 
do not recollect that he ſaid any thing of conſequence, 
or that his behaviour betrayed either apprehenſion, tri- 
umph, or concern. | 
Court. No particular ** fell from the priſoner 
on this occaſion ?—A. No one of moment. 
Court. Do you know where he . at chis time? 
A. No; I was never at his lodgings. | f 
Q. How was the addreſs written ?—A. Smith wrote 
it, by the priſoner's directions. 
Croſs examined. 
Q: He gave you his addreſs ?—A. Yes. 
Q. Did he act and ſpeak with the confidence of an in- 
nocent man? -A. Am not clear. 
M MANM US. 
This evidence, who is a Bow-ſtreet officer, proved the 


ſcizure of a great coat and a pair of boots in the priſoner's 


lodging in Bury-ſtreet. On being aſked by Mr. 
Knowles, at the immediate inſtance of priſoner, if he had 


| ſeen there any inſtrument, or cloth, or thing bloody, he 


he anſwered, No. 


Mr. TOMPKIN, Surgeon. 1 
Q. What do you know of Miſs Ann Porter ?—A. I 
lately attended her in_ conſequence of a wound ſhe re- 
ceived from ſome aſſaſſin, 


Q. Does 
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Qt. Does it appear to you, that the inftrument uſed 
was ſharp ?—A. Yes; very ſharp. 

Q. Of what nature was the wound FA, The depth 
of the wound was four inches ; the ſkin was injured the 
breadth of nine or ten inches; and, if not for the inter- 
vention of the ſtays, the inſtrument. muſt have pene- 
trated the abdomen. 1. 2 

The evidence for the "Proſecution cloſing here, the 

Court called on the priſoner for his defence. 


DEFENCE of the PRISO NER. 


When it is conſidered what univerſal alarm the depre- 
dations of the man denominated The Miner have ex- 
cited in the metropolis, need we wonder that the mo- 
ment in which he is about to make his defence, ſhould be 
conſidered as an intereſting one, by a ſplendid and nu- 
merous auditory ! ſilence and attention pervaded every 
corner, 5 ; 

He endeavoured to ſpeak his defence from a few ran- 
dom notes; but loſing his recollection, he found him- 
ſelf, after ſeveral attempts, unable to proceed. He there- 


fore begged permſſion to read it from a paper; which 


being granted, he began by obſerring, that however 
poignant might have been the ſufferi ngs of his proſecu- 
tors, he muſt conſider his own to be of equal, if not of 
greater magnitude, than theirs. Independent of ſtand- 
ing in the predicament of a criminal, he had the popu- 
lar cry, whether true or falſe, againſt him; ſcandalous 
paragraphs and injurious reports were ate without 
number; againſt the force and the clamour, therefore, of 


popular prejudice, he had to contend ; and he was ready = 
to 


E 

to confeſs that this ungenerous treatment had almoſt de- 
prived him of the ability to proceed with proper ſpirit in 
his juſtification. But he had one conſolation, that of trial 
by an Engliſh Jury; and to the tribunal before which 
he ſtood, ſhould he chearſully reſign himſelf. He had 
no doubt but the proſecution aroſe on the grounds of 
ſome dreadful miſtake; and this, he had little doubt, 
would be fully proved by the witneſſes who were about 
. to appear in his juſtification, 


Evidence to prove the 4 L IBI 


—— MICHELL, an artificial floriſt, exa- 
mined by means of an interpreter. | 
Q. Where do you live?—A. In Dover-ſtreet, No. 
14, Piccadilly. 
Q Do you know the Priſoner A. Ves. 
Q: Did he live with you as a ſervant A. Yes; 
eight or nine months. 
Q. Was he with you in January laſt A. Yes. 


Q. Did he work with you on the Queen's birth-day ? 
—A. Yes. 


How long did he work that day ?——A. From 


nine in the morning till half paſt twelve at night. 


Q. Was he abſent any part of the day ?——A. 
Les; from one till two. 


Q. Did he ſup with you that night ?——A. Yes, 
at twelve, and ſtaid till half paſt twelve. 


Qt. Did he work that day more than uſual ?——A. 


Yes, more than common. 


Q. Was he at work all the day ? A, Yes, inceſſantly 


till gine at night ; and finally * at half paſt twelve. 
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Q. If out for any conſiderable ſpace of time, is it 
likely that it would have been obſerved ?—A. It muſt 
have been known. 

Q. Of what kind of diſpoſition was Rynwick Wil- 
liams ?—A. Of the beſt ; his character the beſt a man 

can bear, as to work. . 
Q. What his behaviour to the women ſervants ?— 
A. Civil. 

Q. How long have you known the prifoner-?— A. 
I have been in London four years, and have known the 
priſoner eight or nine months: he came, aſked for work, 


and was taken without any recommendation. 


Q. What is your general time of leaving off work * 
A. Nine o'clock. 

Q. How often do you work till twelve ?—A. Only 
when hurried with a preſs of buſineſs. For fourteen 
days previous to the 18th, this was the caſe, in conſe- 
quence of an order from Treland. 

Q. Have you this order in writing? -A. No; the 
gentleman left it himſelf. 

Q. During this hurry, how often did the priſoner work 
till twelve o'clock ?—A, Cannot exactly fay ; but ſeven 
or eight times. 

Q. Were you from home the 18th of January ? 
—A. Yes; I went out about three, from curiofity, 
and returned at ſix ia the evening. 

Q. Andhad you no curioſity to ſee the illumĩinations after 
this time?—A. No; I received an order after my return. 

Q. Who brought the order ?—A. Mr. Gerfaux, who 
came from Mrs. Abingdon, and gave orders to me that 
it muſt be done as ſoon as poſſible, 

3 | Q. Who 


© 62 | 


Q. Who worked on this order ?—A, Myſelf, the pri- 
ſoner, and two women lodgers. The Engliſh women had 
leave given them to go out. 


Q. Were you and the priſoner out together u that day? 


A. No. 


Q. Where did the priſoner dine on the wr: PA 


Don't know, 
Q. Did he always ſup with you A. Never but 


on urgent occaſions. 
Q. Woas the priſoner conſtant at his work Ves; 


was never in the ſtreet but once or twice, unleſs lent | 


out, 


Q. To aſcertain the moment of his departure on the 


18th, did you look at your watch ?— A. No. 


Q. Then how ſwear poſitively to half paſt twelve Lt 
A. I heard it from the maid, who looked at the clock, 


and obſerved how well the clock kept time with the watch- 
man. | 

Q. Who let out the priſoner ?—A. Molly. 

Q. In what part of the houſe did ſhe make her 
obſervation ?—A, Do not know «here ſhe made it; 
it was not made to him, but to his /i/er / 

Q. When did your ſiſter inform you of the obſerva· 
tion made? -A. Some time afterwards ; ; about three 
weeks ago ! 


Q. What had you for n that night A. Cannot 
recollect. 


Q. After the 18th of January, when next did you ſee 


the priſoner ? A. Next morning, between ſeven or 
eight o'clock. 


K2 Q. How 
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Q. How long afterwards did he continue to work 
with you ?—A. Till the 4th of June, the King's birch- 
day. 

Q. Where did the Iriſh gentleman lodge who left the 
order ?—A; In Piccadilly, next door to the Paris dili- 
. et Ne 

Q. Why in particular recolle& the occurrences in 
your family on the Queen's birth-day ?—A. Priſoner 
applied to me to know if I could recolle& thoſe circum. 
ffances.— Never thought of it till ſuch applica- 
tion. 

Q. Were you at home laſt night . I Heſitates]J—A. 
I walked out to ye bots Groſvenor and Soho 
ſquares, before tea. 

Q. And were you from ome ewa 2A. 
No. 

Q. Did you not paſs Lord William Gordon's houſe 
in Piccadilly laſt night ? A. No; but now recolle& 
going to Jermyn-ſtreet to ſettle with a carpenter— 
from thence I went to ſeveral other places, and then 
home. | | 

Q. Then you were not in the Green Park laſt night, 
nor near Lord William Gordon's ?—A; No. 


MISS MICHELL. 


Q. With reſpect to yourſelf, what has been the pri- 
ſoner's behaviour ?—A. He deſerves the beſt of characters. 

Q. Who took 1n the order from Mrs. 2 2— 
A. Myſelf and brother. 


* Who was Preſent when the priſoner left your houſe 
On 


1 
on the night of January 18 ?— A. My brother, myſelf, 


two women, and a man who camein accidentally. 
Q. Who let him out ?—A. They call her Molly; I do 
not know her Chriſtian name. 


Court. Does your brother carry on a large trade 5 


A. Yes; very large. 
Q. When did you firſt hear the obſeryation made by the 
woman, that the clock and watchman agreed on the night 


of the 18th as to time ?—A. About three weeks ſince. | 


To whoſe account was Mrs. Abingdon's dreſs 
entered in your books?—A, To Mr. Gerfaux, who 
gave the order. | 


To prove this aſſertion more fully, Mr. Juſtice Buller 
ordered a meſſenger to fetch the account-books of 
Michell, and of Gerfaux, and requeſting the latter 


alſo to attend the Coprt, in the mean while Cann 


to examine 


CATHERINE HAR MOND. 


Q. Who let out the priſoner from your maſter's houſe 
on the night, of the Queen's birth-day ?—A, My ſiſter, 
at half paſt twelve o 'clock. 


Q What do you know of his diſpoſition and temper? 


A. He is not malicious, but good- natured and civil. 
Q. How did he attend his buſineſs ?—A. Very con- 
ſtantly ; never out all day, except once or twice on leave. 


Q. How long have you lived at Michell's ?—A. Threg 


years. Do; 


Q. Did the priſoner often work ſo late as on the 18th of q 


J anuary A. Cannotſwearheever worked folate ſince. 


K 3 | . Did 


t ap 1) 


Q. Did you and your ſiſter never viſit him at his 
lodgings ?—A. No. 

Q. How happened it, that you ſo well recolle& the 
lateneſs of the priſoner's departure ?—A. My ſiſter ſaid 
ſhe was afraid he would not be able to get into 
bis lodgings. 

Q. Where did your ſiſter mention to you the time 
of the priſoner's departure ?—A, In the parlour, imme- 
diately after he went away. 


Q. In what language did ſhe ſpeak ?—A. In En- 
gliſh. 


Q. Do you and your ſiſter underſtand French ? A, 
Ves. 


Qi. And was not F French the common language uſed 
in the family ?—A. Yes. 

Q. Then what you wiſhed others not to hams you 

. ſpoke in Engliſh!—A., We generally converſed on 
our own affairs in Engliſh. 

Q. From the converſation between you that evening, 
from your ſiſter's fears that the priſoner would be too 
late for his lodging, and the coincidence between the 
clock and the watchman, you are confident of the time 
he left your maſter's houſe ? A. Poſitively recollect the 
time. 

Court. When v were the orders given for the goods to be 
ſent to Ireland ? — A. On the Wedneſday following. 
Q. Do you recolle& the quantity ?—A, Cannot ſay. 


Q. Did you hearany thing of the Iriſh order on the 
13th —4. No. 
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MOLLY 


MOLLY HARMOND. 


Q. What time did you let out the priſoner on the 
Queen's birth-day from your maſter's? —A. At half paſt 
twelve. 

Q. Are you ſure he ſupped there ?—A. Yes, 

Q. How "I had you lived there ?— A. Six 
weeks. 

Q. What was the priſoner” s character, as to diſpo- 
ſition ?—A. Good-nature was his general character. 

Q: Do you recolle& his ever ſtaying ſo late before? 
A. He never ſtaid ſo late before. 

Q. Are you confident he never ſtaid late, hi on this 
one occaſion ?-—A, He did ſtay ſometimes, when buſineſs . 
preſſed. 

Q. How long did you continue in the ſhop on the 18th 
of January. A. From four till twelve. 

Q. Did your maſter work that day, or was he ab- 
ſent ?—A, Know not when he came home, nor when he 
began to work. 

Q. Who were employed on Mrs. Abingdon's dreſs ?!— 
A. Myſelf, maſter, and the priſoner. 

Q. Did you never expreſs your fears that the priſoner 
would not find his lodgings open on that night? 
A. No, never expreſſed any anxiety about it ! | 

Q. By what means did you notice the clock that 
night ?=A, Mr. Williams, in going out, aſked what 
o'clock it was, and told me to look. | 

Q. When did you inform your ſiſter of the hour 
of the priſoner's departure ?— A. About three weeks 
ſince, after he was apprehended ! | 

K 4 FRANCES 


(-133. ). 
FRANCES BEAUTE, a Workwoman, 


Q. Do you know the priſoner ?—A. Yes. 

Q. How long did you work on the evening of the 
queen's birth-day ?—A. Till half paſt eleven. 

Q. Where do you live ?—A. In Coventry-court, 
Coventry- ſtreet. 

Q. Was the priſoner at work that day? A. Ves; 1 
left him there; the cloth was about to be laid for ſup- 
per when I departed. 

Q: As to the priſoner's behaviour, what can you ſay? 
A.—He always appeared good-natured. 

Q. How long have you lived in the _— PA, 
About fix weeks. 

Q.: Did you ſee your maſter from two to 6 
Yes, he was never out ! All were to work on the * 

from two till half paſt eleven 

Q. When was the gown finiſhed ?—A. A day « or 
two after the birth-day. 

On her croſs examination, knows only, ä that | 
an order came from Ireland. 


—— POUR N E, another of the Women. 


Q. How long did you live with Mr. Michell?—A. 
From Chriſtmas to February 14. 

Q. On which order were you working the 18th of 
January ?—A. On the ſame order in Ry as after- 
0271, 

Q. What do you know of your maſter's attention to 
buſineſs that day ?—A. He worked from dinner, — 
ately after two 0'clock, till eleven. 


Q. Did 
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Q. Did he go out ?—A, Cannot poſitively ſay ; but 
believe he did. | 


Q: When were you applied to for your evidence * 
A. Since the taking of the priſoner. 


7. F. GERFAUX, artificial flower-maker, Cafile: . 
L.eicęſter-fieldt. 

Q. When did you call on Michell with your order 
for Mrs. Abingdon ?—A. On the Queen' s birth- 
day. 

Q. At what hour did you call? — A. At ſeven I went 
with the pattern, but did not give the order till eight. 

Q. Did you ſee Michell ? — A. No; he was out at ſeven, 
and, I believe, at eight. Don't recollo ſeeing him at 
all that evening. 

Q. When did you receive your order complete nds 
Eight yards of trimming were delivered to me next morn- 
ing; Mrs. Abingdon only wanted fix ; I kept the two 
others myſelf: it was eighteen ſhillings per yard. 

Q. Do you know any thing of the priſoner ?—A. By 
going frequently to the houſe—for I married Mr. 
Michell's fiſter—I obſerved i in him nothing but me 
nature. 


Mr. Gerfaux was the laſt who appeared in ſupport of 
the alibi; after which Counſel proceeded to call four- 
teen perſons to bear honourable teſtimony to the pri- 
ſoner's character: among whom were ſeveral young wo- 
men, whoſe appearance, however, did not beſpeak them 
of the higheſt claſs, but rather of the inferior kind. 

Sarah Brady had known him fix months, and found 
him inoffenſive. 


Miſs 
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Miſs Camorin had 4nowledge of him for eight years; 
worked with him five months, and found him thorough- 
ly good natured and civil. | 

Carey, a publican, gave him the character of an ami- 
able young man: but could ſay little as to his general 
means of ſupporting himſelf. 

Mr. Crompton, an attorney, ſaid he had lived with 
him two months; that he was not ſurly, but attentive to 


buſineſs. — 


Mary Pearce, a reſpectable woman, had known him 
from a child. | | 
Thomas Williams, of St. James's ſtreet, had known 
him fix years, and was perfectly aſtoniſhed at the accu- 
ſation, He always thought he lied the ladies too well / 
He had often ſeen the priſoner make artificial flowers, as 


learnt him by his faſter. But knew nothing as to his 


viſible means of livelihood. 

Sarah Seward ſaid ſhe had known him four years; 
that he was an honeſt young man; that his behaviour to 
her had been manly [ loud faugh) 3 that he. had ſaved her 
life ! 

William Baker believes him to be an honeſt young 
man ; he ſlept at his houſe four months, 

Mr. Smith produced nothing in addition to the cha- 
rater of his old acquaintance, whatever might have 
been his intention. | 

In this predicament was James Sterling. 


JUDGE's CHARGE to the JURY. 


Mr. Juſtice Buller, with wonderful judgment and 
ability, went through the whole of this intricate and 
| ex- 
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extraordinary affair. He began with adverting to the 
defence ſet up by the priſoner, which he ſaid was con- 
ducted on proper grounds. Popular prejudices often 
injured, without ever ſerving the cauſe of juſtice. Under 
theſe circumſtances, the priſoner had done well to throw 
himſelf on the compaſſion of the Jury : they were bound 
to deliberate and determine diſpaſfionately. It was their 
province to determine on facts ; they muſt diſcriminate 
what bore the ſemblance of truth, and what of falſehood. 
Should they find the priſoner guilty on the preſent 
charge, he ſhould ſtill reſerve his caſe for the opinicn of 
'the Twelve Judges of England; and this for ſeveral 
reaſons, Firi!, he was not ſatisfied of the forms and 
ſufficiency of the indictment. It was a new caſe, it was 
| the firſt of the kind which had ever been tried. The 
ſtatute upon which this indictment was founded, is the 
6th Geo. I. chap. 23, ſect. 11, which enacts, „That if 
any perſon or perſons ſhall, at any time or times, from 
and after the 24th day of June, in the year of our Lord 
1720, wilfully and maliciouſly aſſault any perſon or per- 
ſons in the public ſtreets or highways, with an intent to 
tear, ſpoil, cut, burn, or deface, or ſhall tear, ſpoil, cut, 
burn, or deface the garments or clothes of ſuch perſon or 
perſons, that then all and every perſon and perſons ſo of- 
fending, being thereof lawfully convicted, ſhall be, and 
be adjudged to be guilty of felony, &c.“ | 

Allowing the fact that Ann Porter was cut, the intent 
remained to be proved; and next, whether the act was 
perpetrated by the priſoner. From the many opportunities 
which the Miſs Porters had of ſeeing the priſoner ; from 
the lightneſs of the ſtreet, when laſt attacked, it is pro- 


bable 


1.95. Av 
bable that theſe ladies could not be miſtaken. The 
familiar manner O ho!” in which the aſſaſſin ad- 
dreſſed Miſs Porter in St. James's Street, when a chair- 
man was paſſing, certainly indicated a previous intimacy. 
It was not the language, nor the manner, of a ſtranger: 
and yet nothing is more; clear, than that Rynwick 
Williams had neither correſpondence nor intimacy with 
the Porter family. To what cauſe, then, muſt we im- 
pute this ſingular manner of addreſs—“ O ho!“ 

The evidence of Coleman is clear and circumſtantial 
the priſoner was pointed out to him by Ann Porter; he 
inſtantly followed him from ftreet to ſtreet, threw him- 
ſelf infultingly in his way, to dare him to an explana- 
tion: but theſe inſults the priſoner bore with patience 
and forbearance. That he ſhould go direct to the door 
of Mr. Porter, when informed by Coleman that they 
were near the ſpot, by no means ſerves to criminate: 
independently of what had happened, he might know the 
refidence of this family, View him before the moſt af- 
fecting ſcene, which can be conceived ; two young 
ladies fainting and exclaiming, That is the wretch l 
What is his reply ? © Do the ladies conceive me to be 
the perſon advertiſed? Their behayiour is very odd.” 
Coleman ſaid, It is really ſo!” And though, after this, 
he remained on the ſpot a conſiderable time, it does not 
appear, that he ſaid any thing, or at leaſt fo little as not 
to be worth the recollection. Was this the conduct of 
an innocent man ? 

Giving his addreſs to Coleman, at a place where he did 
not lodge, by no means militates in his disfayour, It was 

the 


©. O97 ) 
the reſidence of his mother, and where he was ſuppoſed 
to be always heard of. That was ſufficient. 
There were ſeven to prove an alibi : Michell's evi- 
dence turns out to be all hearſay ; he is culpable : it was 
not till after the impriſonment of Williams, that he 
began to recollect what paſſed on the 18th of January; 
and his evidence is replete with contradictions, His 
fiſter and himſelf expreſsly diſagree as to the time of 
Gerfaux's calling at the houſe : Michell alſo ſwears that 
he had the Iriſh order a fortnight before the Queen's 
Birth-Day ; one of his ſervants, that it came the Sunday 
preceding that day ; and another, that they were not 
buſy for two weeks before the 18th. 

Catherine Harmond ſwears to having communicated 
the hour when the priſoner left the houſe, to her ſiſter, 
that evening, in Engliſh, in the parlour; the other flatly 
contradicts this aſſertion, and aſcribes the matter to have 
occurred ſince the priſoner was apprehended. It ſeems 
pretty clear, that Mrs, Abingdon's order did not arrive 
till the evening; and yet another ſwears that the ſame 
work which was in hand in the morning remained ſo 
in the afternoon, ” 

Where Gerfaux and Michell diſagree, the former's 
accounts, being fair, ſeem to juſtify his relation. The 
accounts of the latter have not that candid appearance. 
It has been eſtabliſhed, that the priſoner ſupped often at 
the houſe of his maſter ; for which reaſon, it is the leſs 
to be expected, that one night ſhould be more particu- 
larly recognized than another. | 

In anſwer, it may be obſerved, that the principal evi- 
| | dences 
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dences are foreigners; that, without an evil intention, 
they are more liable than others to miſtakes. Little 
variations, however, in ſuch a caſe, ought not to weigh 
deciſively, were the grand outlines properly eſtabliſhed. 
There were fourteen perſons who had appeared in 


behalf of the priſoner ; ſome of them had long ſince loſt 


ſight of his acquaintance, and others had contraQted it 
but recently. The weight of their opinions ſhould 


operate properly on the minds of the Jury. 


There was a wound given with an inſtrument not cal- 
culated altogether for the purpoſe of affecting the body, 
fach for inſtance as piercing or ſlabbing by making a hole, 
Here was an actual cutting, and the wound was of con- 
fiderable length; ſo was the rent in the clothes. It re- 


mained, therefore, with the Jury to decide, whether, as 
both body and clothes were cut, he who intended the 
end, did not at the ſame time intend alſo the means. 


The Jury, without the leaft heſitation, found Ryn- 
wick Williams guilty ; when the Judge ordered judg- 
ment to be arreſted, and the recognizances of the per- 
ſons bound to proſecute, to be reſpited till the next 
December ſeſſions. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


Uro N conſidering this very extraor- 
dinary trial, a few obſervations naturally 
occur; and it is rather ſurpriſing, that 
ſome of them were not adverted to or 
mentioned, on the occaſion, by the pros 
and his counſel. 

It appears ſingular that Mrs. Miel, the 
lady that was along with the two Miſs Porters 
at the very time the crime was committed, 
and alſo that their brother or the perſon who 
opened the door were not brought forward 
to give their teſtimony, which certainly 
might have been conſidered as of the 
utmoſt importance. 

Their. evidence was ſurely very material; 
and yet we hear no apology, on one fide, 
why it was not produced; nor on the other 
is this firiking omiſſion urged, or even ad- 
verted to. A circumſtance certainly of much 
weight, aud highly intereſting, when the 


deciſive 
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decifive evidences againſt him were only 
two, and an alibi was poſitively ſworn to by 


ſeven different witneſſes, who all agreed in 


that part of their teflimony, however they 
might differ in ſome other particulars. 

In ſuch parts of their evidence alſo as 
they contradicted each other, it is the leſs 
extraordinary, as, being foreigners, their 


teſtimony was given through the inter- 


medium of an interpreter, by which means 
the witneſſes were unable to explain or ſet 
right any miſtakes or miſconceptions that 


might have happened. 


Upon the whole, No Li6yT has been 
thrown upon this ſtrange and important 


| buſineſs, even by the inveſtigation of a long 


and ſolemn public trial, excepting only to 
eſtabliſh the truth of what has been ſo 


much doubted, that ſuch unaccountable afts 


of cruelty really have been committed. 


We ſhall conclude this unprecedented bu- 
ſineſs with the — additional obſer- 
vations, VIZ. 

1ſt. That a number of women have been 
attacked, and ſome of them very dangerouſly 
4 wounded 


A. 
wounded, in a ſtrange and unaccountable 
manner, is evident beyond all poſſibility of 
doubt. 


2d. That theſe unprecedented and bar- 


barous actions have been committed by 
men, or rather creatures in the ſhape of men, 
a diſgrace to ſociety, the outcaſts of the 
creation. 


3d. That there are 8EveRAL of theſe. 


unnatural wretches, theſe inhuman Mon- 
STERS, 1s evident; from the moſt clear and 
deciſive proofs, both circumſtantial and 
poſitive. 

In the firſt place, at leaſt four ot five 
different deſcriptions of perſons have been 
given by thoſe women who have been at- 
. tacked and wounded, varying from each 
other, in the wideſt manner, both in ſtature 

and complexion : and of this ſtriking dif- 
| ference of deſcription, thoſe ladies, who 
had the beſt opportunities of obſerving 
with preciſion, are the moſt clear and poſi- 
tive. 

For a woman that is only five feet high 
may, by miſtake, eaſily imagine that a man 
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of five feet ſix inches is very tall, and may 
deſcribe him as fix feet in ſtatue. | 
But a woman who 1s tall herſelf, perhaps 
five feet nine or ten inches in height, 
when ſhe has a good opportunity of making 
particular obſervations, cahnot be nuſtaken 


in the ſame manner. She cannot think a 


man of five feet ſix inches is tall, and cer- 
tainly would not deſcribe ſuch a man as 
ſix feet or upwards high; when it muſt 
{trike her, that he was lower than herſelf 
by three or four inches. 

This obſervation relates to the perſon 
who wounded Miſs Dodſon, whoſe teſti- 
mony is of the ſtrongeſt weight, and is 


ſupported by that of Miſs Morley, Miſs 


Anderſon, Mary Carter, and the watch- 
man; viz. that the man, or men, who at- 
tacked and wounded them, was, or were, 
at leaſt fix feet or upwards in height.” | 
To this decifive proof may be added, 
the very ſtrong circumſtance, of four dif- 
ferent attacks, on four different parties of 
ladies, in four different places, all at the 


tame time, and on the ſame night, viz. the 


19th 


„ 
18th of January 1790, the Queen's birth- 
night, which, as muſt ſtrike every thinking 
perſon's mind, would be abſolutely 1 
ble to be done by one man. 

Beſides all this, the poſitive proof, that 
has come before the public, of two different 
perſons having been actually ſworn to, and 
identified upon the oath of ladies, whoſe 
characters, in every reſpect, are altogether 
unexceptionable, and inferior to none, 

amounts to abſolute certainty. 

4th. That theſe unnatural men, theſe 
MonsTERS, certainly have ſome know- 
ledge of or communications with each 
other: which evidently appears from the 
exact ſimilarity of their attacks, as well as 
from the ſavage pleaſure and delight each 

of them ſeems to enjoy in the terror, pain, 

and diſtreſs of the fair unfortunate victims 
whom they wound. 
Fth. It will appear ſingular and ſtriking 
that a great proportion, perhaps the greater 
number, have been attacked or wounded 
on Sundays; viz. Mrs. Smyth, Mrs. Chip- 
| pingdale, Mrs. Payne, Mrs. Blaney, Miſs 
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Morley, Suſan —— Mrs. Collins's maid, 
Mrs. Gordon's maid, a young woman in 
Boſwell-court, Miſs Elizabeth Baughan, 
Miſs Frances Baughan, Mrs. Allen, Mrs. 
Thompſon, a maid ſervant in Holborn; 
and the inſults, &c. to Mrs. Franklin, 
Miſs Wheeler, and to the four Miſs 
Porters, repeatedly given in Kenſington 
Gardens, in Pall Mall, in the Park, and 
in St. James's _ were on Sundays 
alſo. 
By this it appears, that at leaſt twenty 
of theſe attacks were made on Sunday 
evenings, the very day of all in the week, 
that gentlemen of any conſiderable rank in 
life are by no means fond of perambula- 
tion. 
The concluſion fins this muſt be, 
either that theſe actions are committed 
chiefly or generally by perſons of the lower 
claſs, of depraved minds and diſpoſitions, 
- who, it 1s notorious, are all out, and fre- 
quently in every kind of miſchief, on Sun- 
day evenings ; or that, if they are commit- 
ted by any perſons of a ſuperior rank, they 
1 purpoſely 


Cy 3 


purpoſely purſue their prey, and gratify 
their horrid propenſities, with more avidity 
on Sunday evenings, than on any other 
nights. 
But, to diſcover, or even in any manner 

to account for, the motzves that ſtimulate 
theſe MonsTERs to commit ſuch peculiar 
and ſhocking acts of cruelty, after every 
conſideration, after every enquiry, after 
racking our imagination, and turning the 
ſubje& in every point of view, we muſt 
confeſs ourſelves entirely at a loſs. 
The motive or cauſe of any particular ac- 
tion, even in common life, is always diff - 
cult to be traced or diſcovered : then how 
much more ſo muſt the motive of this ac- 
tion be? an action a unprece- 
dented! : 

| | In tracing out cauſes or motives we muſt 
be guided in a great meaſure by our own 
ſenſations. Thus the good will ſeek for 
them in virtuous intentions ; the wicked 
will ſearch for them among the mazes and 

in the wilderneſs of vice. 


The only conjecture that can be formed 
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is equally unaccountable to us, and repug- 
nant to our feelings. 

However, the abſurd deteſtable propen- 
ſities of ſome degenerated wretches, who 
are abandoned to the baſeſt ſenſuality, are 
ſufficiently known and eſtabliſhed, In the 
labyrinths and finks of this abominable 
vice, then, the cauſes or motives of theſe 
unnatural barbarities are alone to be ſought 
for; for it is very certain, that, no where 
elſe are they to be found. 


